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MEMOIR  OF  GEORGE,  PREYCE  OF  AMHALT; 


Drawn  from  the  Latin  of  Melchior  Adam 
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1  HE  princes  of  Anhalt  derive  their  origin  in  a  direct  line 
from  Albert  Ascanius,  surnamed  Ursus,  who,  for  his  numerous 
services,  and  for  his  uncommon  wisdom  and  virtue,  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  Marquesate  and  Electorate  of  Brandenburg, 
on  the  extinction  of  that  ancient  and  noble  family.  This 
occurred  in  the  reign  of  Lotharius  II.  A.  D.  1140.  Ber¬ 
nard,  tlie  son  of  Albert,  was  the  general  of  the  army  of  Fre¬ 
derick  Barbarossa,  in  Italy ;  and  upon  the  flight  of  Henry 
Guelph,  surnamed  the  Proud,  the  Elector  of  Saxony  and  Ba¬ 
varia,  into  England,  his  tried  faithfulness  and  bravery  were 
rewarded  by  his  advancement  to  the  Electorate  of  Saxony  on 
the  Elbe.  These  extensive  dominions  continued  in  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  the  princes  of  Anhalt,  and  were  successfully  defended 
by  them  against  numerous  enemies,  during  a  period  of  two 
centuries.  George,  the  subject  of  this  brief  memoir,  was 
descended  from  this  illustrious  house,  and  was  the  son  of 
Ernest,  and  a  princess  of  the  house  of  Munsterburg.  An 
ardent  thirst  after  divine  knowledge,  and  the  genuine  worship 
^>f  Jehovah,  were  predominant  among  the  numerous  virtues  of 
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his  parents.  They  trained  up  their  sons  at  home  in  the  kiiow' 
ledge  of  God,  and  in  the  practice  of  every  religious  and  moral 
duty.  At  this  time,  George  H.  Forchemius  presided  over 
the  Academy  at  Leipsick  with  the  greatest  ability  and  success. 
He  was  the  instructor  of  Camerarius,  Cruciger,  and  many 
others,  who  afterward  became  burning  and  shining  lights  in  the 
Church,  just  emerging  from  the  darkness  of  Papal  superstition. 
To  the  tuition  and  care  of  this  great  and  good  man  was  com¬ 
mitted  the  youthful  prince,  George  Anhalt;  and  being  blessed 
with  uncommon  abilities,  and  an  insatiable  love  of  knowledge, 
he  made  a  rapid  proficiency  in  the  study  of  Grammar,  Logic, 
and  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Christian  religion. 
Here  also  he  acquired  those  peculiar  habits  of  devotion,  which 
never  afterward  forsook  him. 

By  the  advice  of  the  venerable  bishop  of  Mersebcrg,  hr 
applied  himself,  with  great  diligence  and  success,  to  the  study 
of  Jurisprudence.  And  in  this  he  was  assisted  not  only  by  able 
teachers,  but  by  an  early  and  an  eminent  love  of  truth,  and 
abhorrence  of  falsehood.  He  used  to  say,  that  God  requires 
us  to  resemble  himself  in  truth,  and  that  the  arts  of  sophistry 
and  falsehood  are  an  insult  on  his  perfections.  Even  at  this 
early  age,  he  often  was  heard  to  repeat  the  proverb  of  Solo¬ 
mon,  that  “  fying  lips  do  not  become  a  prince.”  lie  there¬ 
fore  drank  deep  at  the  fountains  of  justice.  After  spending 
several  years  in  the  improvement  of  his  mind,  and  entering 
upon  his  twenty-second  year,  he  was  no  longer  permitted  to 
linger  in  the  shades  of  the  academy,  but  w’as  called  by  Albert, 
the  Elector  of  Mentz,  and  bishop  of  Magdeburg,  to  occupy  a 
place  among  the  counsellors  of  his  court.  Here  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  enlarging  and  confirming  his  powers,  by  min¬ 
gling  in  the  deliberations  of  government,  and  discussing  the 
practical  principles  of  jurisprudence.  And  as  he  was  en¬ 
dowed  by  nature  with  a  pleasing  eloquence,  he  was  often 
urged  by  the  Elector  to  argue  causes  which  were  proposed 
for  deliberation,  or  submitted  for  judgment.  At  this  time 
powerful  contests  w^ere  agitated  in  Germany,  concerning  the 
doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  and  Tetzel,  the  Roman  emissary^ 
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who  had  dealt  so  largely  and  shamelessly  in  the  sale  of  indul¬ 
gences,  and  Eccius,  and  some  others,  provoked  Luther,  by 
their  continual  writings,  and  the  menaces  of  the  Vatican,  to 
publish  many  things  concerning  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  Christian  system.  Luther’s  writings  on  the  difference 
between  the  Law  and  the  Gospel,  on  evangelical  repentance,- 
grace,  faith,  prayer,  the  sacraments,  and  on  the  difference 
between  divine  and  human  laws,  and  on  the  ministry  of  the 
Gospel,  and  on  political  power,  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
learned  and  the  unlearned.  All  began  to  feel  the  heavy  yoke 
of  monkish  superstition,  the  inexplicable  subtleties  of  the 
schools,  and  the  want  of  a:  pure  and  a  simple  theology.  The 
doctrines  and  the  exertions  of  Luther,  therefore,  met  with 
numerous  patrons  and  advocates  among  the  learned  and  pious,- 
who  hailed  the  dawn  of  evangelical  truth  with  enthusiastic 
delight.  But  although  Prince  George  read  these  writingsi 
and  desired  to  worship  God  in  a  conscientious  and  a  spiritual 
manner,  and  assented  to  many  sentiments  on  account  of  theii 
piety,  yet  he  was  apprehensive,  that  through  the  inexperience 
of  his  youth,  he  might  be  led  into  error,  and  therefore  he 
refrained  from  declaring  an  immediate  and  positive  judgment 
on  the  subjects  in  dispute.  But  at  the  same  time  he  besought 
God,  by  constant  and  fervent  prayers,  that  his  soul  might  be 
inclined  to  the  truth;  and  often,  weeping,  he  exclaimed,  in 
the  words  of  the  Psalmist,  “  Deal  with  thy  servant  according 
unto  thy  mercy,  and  teach  me  thy  statutes.”  He  read  with 
great  diligence  and  attention  the  prophetical  and  apostolical 
writings;  and  to  these  he  added  the  history  of  the  ancient 
Church,  and  the  writings  of  Augustine,  Jerome,  and  P.  Longo- 
bard.  In  these  labours,  his  old  instructor,  G.  H.  Forchemius, 
was  his  adviser  and  companion :  and  because  he  desired  to 
drink  the  revelation  of  God  at  its  original  fountain,  he  com¬ 
menced  the  study  of  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  languages,  and 
soon  made  such  proficiency,  especially  in  Hebre\v,  that  he 
became  equal  to  the  most  learned  interpreters.  At  length; 
having  for  a  long  period  weighed  the  sentiments  of  all,  and 
judging  the  confession  of  the  evangelical  Churches  to  be  eon- 
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Ibrmable  to  the  doctrines  of  the  ancient  catholic  Church  ol 
God,  delivered  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets  and  apostles ; 
although  he  anticipated  hatred  and  dangers,  he  openly  de¬ 
clared  his  attachment  to  the  cause  of  the  Reformed  Churches, 
Withdrawing  himself  from  the  counsels  and  the  communion  of 
the  enemies  of  that  cause,  of  which  he  now  became  the  avowed 
supporter,  he  gave  himself  wholly  to  reading  and  prayer,  and 
sedulously  assisted  his  noble  brothers,  with  whom  he  ever 
lived  on  terms  of  the  most  endeared  affection,  in  the  labours  of 
government.  With  the  united  counsel  of  his  brothers,  he 
rebuilt  the  churches  in  their  dominions,  appointed  qualified 
j>astors,  commanded  that  the  people  should  be  faithfully  in¬ 
structed,  abolished  pernicious  rites  and  customs,  instituted 
schools,  and  established  salaries.  Thus  a  reformation  was 
effected,  without  dissension  or  tumult;  and  by  the  counsels 
and  examples  of  these  pious  princes,  numbers  were  inclined  to 
embrace  the  Gospel,  and  numbers  were  established  in  the 
truth.  He  afterward  faithfully  and  usefully  served  his  coun¬ 
try  in  different  parts  of  its  government.  At  length  he  was 
called  to  the  superintendence  of  the  Churches  in  the  diocese  of 
Merseberg,  A.  1).  1545.  It  will  perhaps  gratify  the  curious 
and  the  pious  if  we  present  them  with  the  testimonial  of  his 
ordination,  written  by  Melancthon  in  the  name  of  all  the  pas¬ 
tors  of  the  neighbouring  Churches. 

We  render  tlianks  to  God,  the  eternal  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  that  in  his  inexhaustible  goodness,  even  from  the 
creation  and  restitution  of  the  human  race,  he  hath  both  insti¬ 
tuted,  and  doth  and  will  preserve,  through  all  ages,  even  to  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead,  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel ;  and  that 
he  always  raises  up  faithful  and  able  teachers,  and  has  given  his 
command  to  his  Church  to  call  proper  ministers ;  and  promise? 
that  through  their  word  he  will  grant  the  forgiveness  of  sins, 
the  Holy  Spirit,  life,  and  everlasting  righteousness.  And  we 
beseech  Him  that  he  would  not  suffer  the  light  of  his  Gospel 
to  be  extinguished,  but  that  he  would  now  also  raise  up  cham¬ 
pions  and  faithful  guardians  of  the  pure,  saving,  doctrine  of 
the  Gospel;  and  that  even  now  he  would,  in  these  regions, 
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collect  for  himself  a  Church,  by  which  he  may  be  glorified 
through  eternal  ages.  And  whereas  the  most  reverend  and 
illustrious  prince,  Lord  George,  prince  of  Anhalt,  Count  of 
Ascania,  and  Lord  of  Bernberg,  &:c.  superintendent  of  the 
Church  of  Magdeburg,  has  been  legularly  and  piously  called, 
to  set  forward  and  assist  the  ecclesiastical  office. in  the  diocese 
of  Merseberg,  according  to  the  ancient  practice  of  the  primi¬ 
tive  Church,  holy  and  learned  men,  who  rule  over  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Churches,  and  whose  names  are  subscribed  beneath, 
are  assembled  in  the  Church  of  Merseberg,  that  a  public  tes¬ 
timony  of  his  ordination  may  be  added  to  his  call. 

“We  therefore,  being  thus  convened,  and  knowing  with  cer¬ 
tainty  that  this  illustrious  Prince  George  doth  rightly  under¬ 
stand,  and  constantly  embrace,  the  pure  doctrine  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  which  the  Churches  of  these  regions  profess,  with  one 
voice,  and  one  spirit,  in  unison  with  the  catholic  Church  of 
God,  and  also  knowing  his  excellent  virtue  and  holiness,  de¬ 
clare  our  testimony  concerning  him,  by  the  apostolical  rite,  the 
imposition  of  hands.  And  since  Paul  commanded  Titus,  that 
he  should  ordain  elders  every  where,  to  teach  and  rule  the 
Churches,  let  this  ordained  know  what  he  is  commanded  by 
the  apostolic  voice  in  this  office,  that  he  is  to  ordain  ministers 
for  the  instruction  and  the  rule  of  the  Church ;  and  that  he  is 
to  inspect  their  doctrines  and  conduct :  and  let  him  remember 
what  was  commanded  him  by  the  Son  of  God,  “  And  when 
thou  art  converted,  strengthen  thy  brethren.”  And  since  the 
Son  of  God  sits  at  the  right  hand  of  the  eternal  Father,  that  he 
may  be  powerful  and  successful  in  this  ministry,  we  pray  that 
lie  would  direct  and  assist  this  ordained  in  his  whole  govern¬ 
ment,  as  he  hath  promised,  saying,  “  If  any  man  love  me,  he 
will  keep  my  words;  and  my  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will 
come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him.”  And  we 
exhort  this  ordained  to  support  himself  by  this  consolation. 
For  although  many  and  great  are  the  dangers  in  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  although  no  human  wisdom  is  equal  to  so  heavy  a 
burthen,  nevertheless  let  him  know  of  a  truth,  that  God  is  pro- 
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sent,  and  dwells  in  his  Church,  wherever  the  word  of  the  Gos-^ 
pel  sounds,  and  that  it  is  defended  and  preserved  of  God. 
With  this  assurance  the  labours  of  so  great  an  office  are  to  be 

undertaken,  and  endured,  and  carried  through. - Given, 

the  3d  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1545,  in  the  city  of  Merseberg.” 

In  this  office  he  provided  for  the  regular  instruction  of  the 
people,  and  presided  over  the  Churches  of  the  whole  region  of 
Misnia;  and  this  continued  to  be  his  course  of  life,  until  at  last 
he  was  called  to  the  communion  of  the  Church  in  glory.  He 
lived  a  single  life,  of  unblemished  purity.  His  bed-chamber  was 
the  temple ;  the  portico,  the  senate.  There  he  prayed,  there 
he  read,  there  he  wrote,  there  he  deliberated  on  the  affairs  of 
government ;  and,  like  Esdras,  he  served  his  country  both  in 
the  robes  of  the  priesthood,  and  in  the  counsels  of  the  cabinet. 
He  instructed  and  established  multitudes  by  his  discourses  and 
his  publications.  He  was  never  charged  with  an  intentional 
injury.  Many  felt  his  private  and  his  public  benevolence. 
He  was  a  promoter  of  peace  among  princes.  The  causes  of 
controversy  fled  from  his  approach.  He  was  abhorrent  from 
all  seditious,  turbulent,  and  Alcibiadean  counsels.  He  was  the 
most  perfect  stranger  to  ambition.  Anger,  hatred,  or  revenge, 
never  impelled  him  to  the  commission  of  injustice,  nor  the 
disturbance  of  the  common  tranquillity.  With  unequalled 
magnanimity,  he  sacrificed  his  resentments,  together  with  their 
causes,  on  the  altar  of  public  peace ;  and  other  afflictions  he 
bore  with  such  moderation  and  evenness  of  mind  as  to  evince 
that  he  was  supported  under  them  by  calling  upon  God,  and 
that  he  rested  in  God.  As  an  experienced  man,  he  knew  the 
difference  between  human  and  divine  consolations,  and  he 
often  repeated  these  words,  “  Be  submissive  to  God,  and  pray 
to  him.  The  Lord  Is  nigh  those  who  are  of  a  troubled  spirit, 
and  he  will  save  the  humble  in  soul.”  Studies,  sorrows,  assi¬ 
duity  in  business,  and  prayer,  rendered  him  dead  to  the  plea¬ 
sures  of  sense.  Next  to  those  consolations  which  meditation 
on  the  promises  of  God,  and  the  exercises  of  devotion,  brought 
bis  heart,  he  used  to  say  that  he  found  no  greater  relief  to 
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his  sadness  than  the  conversation  of  bis  excellent  brothers, 
and  of  other  virtuous  and  learned  men ;  and  that  he  was  de¬ 
lighted  with  this  verse ; 

'HjCyi  iri  Kv'i’n/uivoii. 

On  forensic  questions  he  conversed  with  the  most  cele¬ 
brated  civilians,  Jerome  Schurfius,  and  I.*ewis  Fachius.  On 
the  human  system,  and  the  causes  of  its  diseases,  and  their 
remedies,  with  the  most  skilful  physicians,  Sebastian  Aurba- 
chius,  Augustus  Schurfius,  and  Jacob  Milichius :  on  the  doc¬ 
trines  on  the  Church,  with  Luther,  Justus  Jonas,  and  John 
Bugenhagius  of  Pomerania.  Whenever  these  great  men  came 
together,  their  most  familiar  discourse  turned  on  the  interest¬ 
ing  and  important  subjects,  of  religion  or  science.  Ascanius 
was  the  great  proposer  of  friendly  disputation.  Once,  Ascanius 
inquired  of  Luther  concerning  the  difference  of  persons  in  the 
Godhead,  Why  the  Son  is  called  the  Aoy^,  or  Word,  and 
the  third  Person,  the  Spirit.”  Luther,  groaning  deeply,  be¬ 
gan  to  deplore  the  calamities  of  the  Church,  related  the  an¬ 
cient  controversies,  and  execrated  the  infernal  rage  of  Samo- 
satenus,  Arius,  and  others,  from  whom  at  last  sprung  the 
blasphemies  of  Mahomedanism.  “  The  Son,”  said  he,  is 
the  perfect  image  of  the  Father;  and  he  is  called  the  Word, 
because  by  him  the  decree  concerning  the  whole  order  of  the 
creation,  and  restitution  of  man,  was  declared.  He  is  the 
Angel  of  the  great  counsel,  bringing  forth  from  the  bosom 
of  the  Father  that  wonderful,  mysterious  decree,  concerning 
man’s  salvation  ;  he  published  the  word  of  the  Gospel  to 
Adam  and  Eve :  now  also  he  preserves  the  ministry  of  the 
Gospel:  speaks  consolation  to  our  hearts;  shows  us  the  Fa¬ 
ther  ;  grants  us  life  ;  and  gives  the  Holy  Spirit :  who  excites 
in  the  soul  joy,  and  other  holy  exercises  corresponding  to  his 
own  nature.  And  therefore  he  is  called  the  Spirit,  because  the 
third  Person  is  thus  manifested  to  us,  by  the  divine  motions 
which  he  awakens  in  the  heart.”  In  this  conversation,  Luther 
also  greatly  admired  these  words  of  Wisdom  in  the  Proverbs  of 
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Solomon,  “  I  was  with  liirn  as  a  workman,* - rejoicing  in 

the  habitable  part  of  his  earth  ;  and  my  delights  were  with  the 
sons  of  men.’’  “  What,”  said  he,  ‘‘  can  be  more  sweet  than 
this  expression  ?  for  it  is  said  of  the  Son,  to  whom  the  creation 
of  the  world  is  clearly  attributed,  and  who  hath  revealed  him¬ 
self  to  the  human  race  by  an  audible  voice.  He  rejoices  in 
the  wonderful  works  of  creation, — and  of  collecting  a  Chiirch. 
For  what  a  spectacle  is  the  formation  of  man  !  What  objects 
of  admiration  are  the  assumption  of  human  nature — the  deli¬ 
verance  of  Noah  from  the  flood — of  Israel  from  Egypt — the 
resurrection  of  the  dead — and  other  wonderful  works  !  But 
this  is  sweetest  of  all — that  he  says,  ‘  My  delights  were 
with  the  sons  of  men.’  He  is  now  present  with  us,  and  gathers 
and  preserves  a  Church  by  the  word  of  the  Gospel.” 

Ascanius  was  also  delighted  with  this  expression  of  Bugen- 
hagius  :  “  As  a  ring  is  highly  esteemed  and  valued,  not  on 
account  of  the  gold,  but  the  gem  which  it  contains, — the  dia¬ 
mond  or  the  smardys, — so  it  may  be  said,  that  men  are  justified 
in  the  sight  of  God  by  faith,  on  account  of  the  gem,  Jesus 
Christ.  We  embrace  this  gem  by  faith.” 

With  Camerarius  he  discoursed  concerning  the  history  of  all 
ages ;  the  changes  and  periods  of  empires,  and  their  causes  :  the 
motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  the  influence  of  the  stars. 
Nor  w^as  he  a  silent  witness  in  these  scenes.  He  was  accus¬ 
tomed  to  express  his  own  opinion  with  great  erudition  on  the 
subjects  in  discussion,  and  to  mingle  his  prayers  with  those  of 
his  friends.  It  was  his  custom  to  give  thanks  to  God,  not  only 
for  other  benefits,  but  especially  for  this,  that  he  had  banished 
the  darkness  of  papal  superstition,  and  had  granted  them  the 
light  of  his  Gospel.  The  last  acts  of  the  life  of  Prince  George 

*  Artiftx.  This  was  Luther’s  translation  of  the  word  ll?CCkniCl^'tCr> 

as  may  be  seen  by  consulting  his  Version.  And  although  it  differs  frotn  our  own 
and  the  Belgic  interpreters,  yet  it  is  supported  by  many  venerable  names,  by  the 
use  of  the  word  in  the  same  sense  in  other  places,  by  the  Jewish  Targuras,  by  its 
active  form,  by  the  scope  of  the  divine  discourse,  and  by  the  analogy  of  doctrine. 
2  Cor.  viii,  6.  John  i.  3. 


dearly  exhibit  liis  eminent  piety,  and  the  presence  of  God. 
During  half  a  year  he  was  attlicled  with  a  most  painful  disease, 
yet  he  commended  daily,  in  pious  prayers,  the  Church,  his 
excellent  brother,  the  other  princes  of  Anhalt,  himself,  his 
dominions,  and  Germany,  to  God :  then  he  attended  to  the 
reading  of  the  books  of  the  Prophets  and  the  Apostles,  and  then 
assisted  as  much  as  he  could  in  the  counsels  of  government. 
In  his  will  he  inserted  his  confession  of  faith,  and  commended 
the  defence  of  the  Church  to  his  brother.  He  also  enlarged 
the  salary  of  each  minister  in  his  dominion  by  adding  seventy- 
two  bushels  of  grain  to  his  annual  returns.  Daily  committing 
himself  into  the  hands  of  the  Son  of  God,  he  would  repeat  the 
divine  promises :  ‘‘  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  might  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.”  No  one  shall  pluck  my 
sheep  out  of  my  hand.”  “  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour, 
and  are  heavy-laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.”  And  such  was 
the  strength  of  his  mind  during  his  illness,  that  the  faith  and 
the  assurance  of  the  Son  of  God  shone  with  visible  and  increas¬ 
ing  lustre  in  his  soul.  He  would  daily  converse  in  the  sweet¬ 
est  manner,  with  his  brother  and  his  other  friends,  on  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  the  Son  of  God, — on  the  hope  of  eternal  life, — and  on 
the  marvellous  collection  of  a  church  from  among  the  human 
race.  At  length  his  nature  was  overcome  by  the  violence  of 
his  disorder,  and  his  spirit  ascended  to  the  Church  of  the  fii*st- 
born  in  heaven,  17th  Oct.  A.  D.  1553,  in  the  commencement 
of  his  forty-seventh  year. 

We  insert  the  following  lines  from  the  pen  of  Jlelancthon, 
on  the  death  of  this  excellent  prince,  and  supporter  of  the 


Principis  Ascauia  nati  dc  stirpe  Georgii 
Quern  cernis,  tumulus  proximus  ossa  tegit. 

Iluic  fuit  Ernestus  progenitor  ;  qui  pads  amort 
Promeruit  patriae  totius  esse  pater. 

Matris  erat  castae  Monsterbergensis  origo. 
Sincera  coluit  quae  pictate  Deum. 

Ascani.e  gentis  virtus  est  clara  triurnphis, 
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Ordino  quos  numerant  secula  longa  patrum  : 

Sed  fuit  huic  fontes  doctrinae  discere  cura ; 

Q,uam  nobis  Gnatus  tradiditipse  Dei. 

Hoc  ad  majorum  decus  addidit  inclyta  facta  ; 

Praebuit  et  PatriaB  commoda  mngna  snap. 

Esdras  ceu  quondam  populo  jus  dixit,  et  idem 
Interpretes  Solyma  legis  in  urbe  fuit. 

Principis  hie  munus  simiil  et  Pastoris  obivit 
Ipsius  et  mentem  rexit  et  ora  Deus  : 

.Tustificaque  fide  capiens  tua  munera  Christe. 

Solius  est  cujus  parta  cruore  salus. 

Vera  luce  Deum  agnovit,  precibusque  vocavit, 

Numinibus  victis  mens  inimica  fuit, 

Nec  virtutum  umbras  habuit,  sed  pectora  rexit 
Ipsa  Dei  vivens  adsimilata  Aoy^- 
Urbibus  in  multis,  flavus  quas  alluit  Albis 
Et  qua  coerulei  prasterit  unda  Salap, 

Agmina  collegit  Christum  celebrantia  :  spargens 
Pura  Evangelii  semina  voce  sua. 

Fidus  et  oetati  venienti  testis  ut  esset 
De  Christo  :  patriae  publica  scripta  dedit. 

Heicfrater  lacrymans  Joachimus  condidit  ossae, 

Vivit  in  aspeciu  mens,  fruiturque  Dei. 

O  Deus,  Ascaniam  stirpem  rege,  numine  serva. 

Nulla  venit  nobis,  te  nisi  dante,  salus. 

His  writings  which  were  published  were,  a  consolatory  dis¬ 
course  on  John  x.  26.  preached  before  tlie  synod  of  his  dio¬ 
cese  ;  a  sermon  on  occasion  of  the  marriage  of  Augustus. 
Elector  of  Saxony,  and  Anna,  daughter  of  Christian,  King  of 
Denmark;  four  Sermons  on  Communion  under  both  Kinds; 
a  Consolatory  Discourse  to  Wolfgang  his  Brother,  in  a  Time 
of  Sickness  ;  two  Sermons  on  False  Prophets;  a  Summary  of 
true  Doctrine  taught  in  the  Reformed  Churches ;  a  Disserta¬ 
tion  on  the  Apostolic  Rite  of  Ordination  ;  and  his  Sentiments 
concerning  Controverted  Articles. 
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THE  INABILITY  OF  SINNERS. 


[Concluded  from  page  450.] 


Having  thus  exposed  the  unqualified  language  used  by 
some  preachers,  we  proceed  to  state  our  objections  to  the 
more  guarded,  but  exceptionable,  language  adopted  by 
others; 

We  have  no  design  to  contest  the  propriety  of  making  a 
distinction  between  natural  and  moral  ability.  There  is  suffi* 
cient  foundation  for  it.  Man,  even  in  his  fallen  state,  cer¬ 
tainly  possesses  natural  ability  to  do  many  actions;  and  the 
assertion  of  his  inability  to  do  holy,  by  no  means  requires  the 
denial  of  power  to  perform  natural,  actions.  He  has  power 
to  eat  and  drink,  to  think  and  speak ;  to  read  and  hear  the 
word  of  God,  to  meditate  and  pray:  in  a  word,  he  has  the 
faculties  of  a  living  and  rational  creature.  While,  therefore, 
we  admit  it  to  be  correct  to  say,  he  possesses  natural  ability 
to  perform  actions  which  he  really  can  do,  we  apprehend  it  to 
be  incorrect  to  say  he  has  natural  ability  to  obey  the  whole 
will  of  God :  that  is,  to  perform  actions  which  he  really  can¬ 
not  do. 

The  phrase  is  calculated  to  mislead.  It  is  very  indefijiite  in 
its  meaning,  and  is  actually  used  by  different  writers  to  signify 
very  different  ideas.  Hence  it  is  often  hard  to  know  what  it  is 
intended  to  denote  by  those  who  use  it.  Common  hearers 
may  very  naturally  suppose  that  it  means  full  ability,  and 
that  the  sinner  needs  no  other  power  to  enable  him  to  keep 
all  the  commandments,  but  only  an  excitement  to  put  forth 
the  ability  which  he  already  possesses. 

As  the  phrase  is  calculated  to  mislead,  so  it  js  unw  arrant¬ 
able.  An  infant  child  has  feet,  and  the  organs  of  speech  ;  but 
till  he  has  acquired  the  art  of  walking  and  speaking,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  has  not  ability  either  to  walk  or  to  speak.  A  man  has 
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a  mind  capable  of  becoming  acquainted  with  philosophical 
subjects ;  but  till  he  has  studied  philosophy,  he  certainly  has 
not  ability  to  discourse  on  such  subjects.  It  would  be  deemed 
absurd  to  assert  that  a  child  had  natural  ability  to  speak  and 
walk,  when  he  had  not  learned  the  art  of  speaking  and  walk¬ 
ing;  or  to  assert  that  a  man,  entirely  ignorant  of  philosophical 
subjects,  possessed  natural  ability  to  discourse  in  a  philoso¬ 
phical  manner.  And  is  it  not  more  absurd  to  assert,  that 
sinful  man  has  natural  ability  to  do  holy  actions,  when  he  cer¬ 
tainly  cannot  do  these  actions,  till  divine  grace  have  givey  him 
the  requisite  ability?  For  a  child  to  learn  to  walk  and  to 
speak,  requires  only  time  and  practice ;  and  for  a  man  of  un¬ 
derstanding  to  learn  to  discourse  on  philosophical  subjects, 
demands  only  diligent  study  ;  but  for  fallen  man  to  obtain 
ability  to  love  and  serve  his  Maker,  requires  an  entire  change 
of  his  nature  :  a  change  produced  not  by  the  exertion  of  any 
power  in  himself,  but  by  the  mighty  power  of  God.  To 
aflBrm  that  the  child  has  feet,  and  may  learn  to  walk,  and  that 
man  has  an  understanding,  and  may  become  a  philosopher, 
would  be  true ;  and  to  affirm  that  fallen  man  possesses  rational 
faculties,  and  may  be  made  the  subject  of  renewing  grace,  and 
be  endowed  with  power  from  on  high  to  obey  his  Creator’s 
will,  would  likewise  be  true ;  but  to  affirm  concerning  either 
that  he  has  natural  ability  to  do  what  in  fact  he  has  not  ability 
1o  do,  is,  in  our  apprehension,  an  nnirarrantable  use  of  lan- 
guage. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation  how  tiic  use  of  this  phrase  be¬ 
trays  its  advocates  into  contradictory  statements.  In  a  recent 
publication  we  find  the  following  assertions :  “  The  Gospel 
declares  that  we  are,  by  nature^  children  of  disobedience, 
having  no  power  to  please  God  — the  sinner  “  is  without 
spiritual  strength  “  never  ici// come,  and  never  can  come 

to  Christ,  without  the  special  grace  of  God;” — he  is  “  utterly 
polluted  and  helpless and  yet  the  author  lays  it  down  as  a 
“  great  and  important  principle  in  the  Divine  government, 
that  more  is  never  required  than  there  is  natural  poiver  to 
perform.” 
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The  author  of  another  late  publication,  in  order  to  prove 
that  regeneration  is  a  supernatural  work  of  divine  grace,  takes 
a  survey  of  all  tlie  faculties  of  human  nature,  and,  from  their 
corrupt  and  disordered  state,  evinces  that  there  can  be  found 
in  them  no  adequate  cause  from  which  this  great  and  entire 
change  can  proceed  :  and  after  having  established  this  impor¬ 
tant  truth  by  arguments  thus  derived  from  the  impaired  and 
depraved  state  of  his  natural  faculties,  he  affirms  again  and 
again,  that  the  unregenerate  man  has  full  power  ^  ample  ability^ 
to  do  all  required  from  him  by  the  law  of  God !  And  conse¬ 
quently,  as  he  is  commanded  to  make  himself  a  new  heart,  he 
is  able  to  regenerate  himself  I ! ! 

Nor  has  Fuller  escaped  the  rock  against  which  others  have 
struck  their  adventurous  barks.  This  will  appear  from  com¬ 
paring  a  few  passages  in  his  “  Gospel  worthy  of  all  acceptation,'* 
“  The  law  of  God  itself,”  (he  asserts  in  p.  117)  “  requires  no 
creature  to  love  him,  or  obey  him,  beyond  his  strength^  or  with 
more  than  all  the  powers  which  he  possesses  but  in  page  122, 
he  states  an  objection  to  his  doctrine  thus:  ‘‘  It  is  sometimes 
suggested,  that  to  ascribe  natural  ability  to  sinners  to  perform 
things  spiritually  good,  is  to  nourish  their  self-sufficiency  ;  and 
to  represent  their  inability  as  only  moral,  is  to  suppose  that  it 
is  not  insuperable^  but  may  be  overcome  by  eflbrls  of  their 
own.”  Are  not  these  passages  contradictory  ?  The  first  asserts 
that  sinners  have  strength  sufficient  to  love  and  obey  God ;  but 
the  second  asserts  that  their  inability  to  do  things  spiritually 
good,  or  to  love  and  obey  God,  is  insuperable^  and  not  to  be 
overcome  by  efforts  of  their  own.  Sthength  sufficient,  and 
insuperable  inability  ! ! !  If  a  man  labour  under  an  insuper¬ 
able  inability  to  do  any  thing,  he  certainly  has  not  strength 
sufficient  to  do  that  thing,  although  he  may  have  strength  to 
do  many  other  things.  Were  the  natural  ability  of  sinners 
sufficient  to  overcome  their  moral  inability,  then  it  might  be 
a^^erted  that  tliey  had  sufficient  strength  to  do  things  spiritually 


♦  (’ollins'b  edition,  Xeu’-Voil<. 
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good,  or  to  love  and  obey  God  ;  but  that  they  have  not  such 
strength  is  asserted  by  Fuller  still  more  strongly,  in  page  152,- 
where,  referring  to  our  Lord’s  address  to  the  young  ruler,  who 
inquired  what  he  must  do  to  inherit  eternal  life,  he  observes, 
‘‘  that  to  which  he  was  directed  was  the  producing  of  a  righ¬ 
teousness  adequate  to  the  demands  of  the  law,  which  was 
NATURALLY  tmposnble.^^  It  was  naturally  impossible  for  ’this 
young  man  to  fulfil  the  demands  of  the  law,  and  yet  he  was 
required  to  do  nothing  beyond  his  strength  !  It  was  naturally 
impossible  for  him  to  fulfil  the  demands  of  the  law,  and  yet  he 
had  natural  ability  to  obey  the  law,  or  fulfil  all  its  demands ! ! 

We  have  another,  and  an  important  objection  to  this  phrase, 
and  that  is,  It  does  not  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  has 
been  coined. 

It  is  inculcated  by  all  who  embrace  the  doctrines  of  grace, 
as  an  essential  truth,  that  man,  in  his  fallen  state,  is  unable  to 
keep  the  commandments  of  God.  To  this  humiliating  truth 
it  is  objected,  that  it  goes  to  set  aside  the  obligation  to  obe¬ 
dience;  and  it  is  confidently  asked,  as  if  the  objection  could 
not  be  answered,  How  can  it  be  just  in  the  Creator  to  demand 
from  his  creatures  an  obedience  which  they  are  unable  to 
yield,  and  then  to  punish  them  for  inevitable  disobedience 
We  meet  the  difficulty  presented  in  this  objection  by  recurring 
to  the  fall  of  Adam,  our  federal  head  and  representative. 
Had  man,  we  admit,  been  originally  created  in  his  present 
::;lale,  the  law  by  which  he  is  governed,  would  indeed  have 
been  disproportionate  to  his  powers;  but  as  he  was  at  first 
made  upright,  free  from  every  sinful  bias,  and  endowed  with 
ample  powers  to  yield  the  required  obedience  ;  and  as  by  his 
own  wilful  transgression  he  corrupted  his  nature,  and  thus, 
by  impairing  his  own  powers,  rendered  himself  unable  to  keep 
the  commandments  of  God;  we  contend  it  is  just  in  our  Su¬ 
preme  Legislator  to  insist  on  the  obedience  originally  de¬ 
manded  from  him ;  because  an  inability  contracted  by  wilful' 
apostacy,  can  neither  diminish  the  right  of  the  Creator  to 
command,  nor  lessen  the  obligation  of  the  creature  to  obey. 
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With  this  reply  the  advocates  of  natural  ability  are  not  satis¬ 
fied.  They  imagine  a  more  complete  and  satisfactory  answer  is 
given  oy  the  distinction  they  make  between  natural  and  moral 
inability.  So  think  Fuller  and  Smalley. 

Now,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  this  distinction  contributes  not 
a  particle  of  weight  to  the  answer  already  given,  nor  sheds  a 
single  new  ray  of  light,  it  will  appear  to  be  of  no  value  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  objection.  What,  we  ask,  is  meant  by  natural 
ability  ?  They  answer,  the  rational  faculties  of  man,  his  under¬ 
standing,  will,  and  affections.  That  man  possesses  these  facul¬ 
ties  is  not  denied ;  and  It  is  admitted  also,  that  if  he  were 
deprived  of  them  he  would  cease  to  be  a  moral  agent — an 
accountable  creature.  No  proof,  then,  is  required  to  show 
that  he  is  endowed  with  these  attributes ;  and  if  proof  were 
demanded,  it  would  not  be  found  in  the  bare  assertion  of  his 
natural  ability.  What  is  the  question,  then,  at  issue  Not 
whether  man  possesses  natural  faculties,  but  how  a  creature, 
possessing  these  faculties  in  a  state  so  corrupted  and  disordered 
by  sin  as  to  be  rendered  unable  to  obey  the  divine  law^,  can 
be  justly  required  to  yield  an  obedience  beyond  his  ability  i 
Now,  to  affirm  that  man  has  natural  ability  to  yield  obedience, 
is  no  answer  to  the  question ;  for  it  amounts  to  nothing  more 
than  to  assert  what  is  admitted  in  the  question, — that  he  has 
understanding,  will,  and  affections.  To  give  weight  to  this 
phrase,  and  make  it  worth  contending  for,  it  ought  to  signify 
more  than  Fuller  and  Smalley  ascribe  to  it;  it  should  convey 
what,  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  it  does  convey  to  many  minds, 
that  fallen  man  has  all  the  ability  he  needs,  and  labours  under 
no  inability  whatever  to  yield  obedience.  This  is  felt  by  some 
who  rely  on  this  distinction :  and  hence,  it  seems,  they  lay 
aside  the  use  of  the  qualifying  term  natural,  and  assert  the  fuU 
ability,  the  ample  power  of  man  :  yet,  shrinking  back  from  the 
true  import  of  their  phraseology,  they  speak  of  the  moral  ina¬ 
bility  of  man ;  because  facts  and  Scripture  compel  them  to 
admit  the  truth.  Such  a  reply,  however,  to  the  objection, 
would  not  remove  the  difficulty :  it  would  be  an  admission  that 
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it  was  insurmountable,  and  an  acknowledgment  that  inabiiiiy  of 
any  kind  would  release  man  from  the  duty  of  obedience  to  the 
law  of  God. 

It  appears  then,  that  the  reply  to  the  objection,  by  the  ad¬ 
vocates  of  natural  ability,  when  carefully  examined,  amounts  to 
nothing;  and  as  the  phrase  does  not  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  invented,  it  should,  for  this  and  other  reasons,  be 
discarded.  The  only  reply  to  the  objection  is  what  we  slated ; 
it  is  sufficient  and  satisfactory:  and  if  the  sinner,  feeling  his 
inability,  will  still  dispute  the  equity  of  the  law  in  exacting  an 
obedience  beyond  his  strength,  he  must  settle  the  matter  with 
his  Maker,  who  will  doubtless  bring  forth  his  judgment  unto 
victory. 

We  urge  but  one  more  objection  to  tliis  phrase.  There  is 
just  as  much  reason  for  ascribing  to  man  moral  ability  to  per¬ 
form  the  required  obedience,  as  there  is  to  ascribe  to  him  na¬ 
tural  ability.  Were  we  to  denominate  the  understanding,  will, 
and  affections,  moral  faculties,  some  might  feel  disposed  to 
dispute  the  matter  with  us;  but  as  they  must  acknowledge  that 
man  has  a  moral  faculty  or  faculties,  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to 
defend  our  opinion ;  enough  Jis  granted  to  make  out  the  truth 
of  our  assertion.  Man  possesses  both  natural  and  moral  facul¬ 
ties  ;  if,  therefore,  it  be  correct  to  affirm  that  he  has  natural 
ability,  because  he  possesses  the  former^  it  must  be  correct  to 
affirm  that  he  has  moral  ability,  because  he  possesses  the  latter 
faculties :  the  ground  of  the  one  assertion  is  just  as  good  as 
that  of  the  other. 

The  sum  of  the  preceding  discussion  may  be  stated  in  the 
following  propositions : 

!.  That  fallen  man  is  unable  to  obey  the  will  of  God. 

2.  That  the  faculties  of  understanding,  will,  and  affections, 
belonging  to  human  nature,  do  not  supply  him  with  ability  to 
yield  the  obedience  required ;  because  these  faculties  arc  so 
corrupted  and  disordered  by  sin,  that,  without  the  renovating 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  can  neither  love,  nor  serve,  ijnr 
nbov  the  TiOrd.  as  dutv  commands. 
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3.  That  his  inability  is  inexcusable^  or,  if  you  please,  moral, 
because  it  arises  from  the  depravity  of  his  nature ;  and  as  this 
inability  is  inseparable  from  a  depraved  nature,  and  is  born 
with  the  sinner,  it  may  in  truth  be  termed  natural  as  well  as 
moral. 

4.  That  although  man  has  what  may  be  called  natural,  in 
distinction  from  moral  ability,  yet  the  possession  of  natural 
ability,  while  it  enables  him  to  do  many  corresponding  actions, 
does  not  enable  him  to  perform  holy  actions. 

From  this  view  of  the  condition  of  man  by  nature,  the 
course  to  be  pursued  by  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  is  plain.  He 
is  to  declare  the  truth,  and  the  whole  truth.  While  he  insists 
on  the  requirements  of  the  law,  maintaining  that  it  demands 
perfect  and  sinless  obedience,  let  him  not  be  afraid,  openly 
and  distinctly  to  announce  the  mortifying  fact,  that  ‘  no  mere 
man,  since  the  fall,  is  able,  in  this  life,  perfectly  to  keep  the 
commandments  of  God ;  but  doth  daily  break  them  in 
thought,  word,  and  deed.’  By  inculcating  the  former  truth, 
his  hearers  will  be  convinced  that  their  impotence,  from 
whatever  source  it  may  arise,  is  criminal,  and  furnishes  them 
with  no  excuse ;  because  it  does  not  release  them  from  the 
obligations  of  duty,  nor  procure  in  their  favour  any  abatement 
in  the  demands  of  God’s  holy  law  :  and  by  inculcating  the  lat¬ 
ter  truth,  they  will  be  guarded  against  a  mistaken  reliance  on 
their  own  strength,  and  admonished  both  of  the  necessity  of 
depending  on  Him  whose, strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness, 
and  of  the  duly  of  imploring,  by  earnest  and  importunate 
prayers,  that  grace  which  is  free  and  all-sufficient  for  perishing 
and  helpless  sinners. 

On  this  plan  acted  the  apostles ;  and  it  should  be  adopted 
by  every  Christian  minister.  In  the  writings  of  these  inspired 
reachers  we  find  the  following  propositions  : 

That  man  is  an  accountable  creature. 

Tliat,  by  nature,  he  is  unable  to  please  God,  or  keep  his 
commandments.  And, 

That  this  inability,  arising  from  the  corruption  of  his  nature, 
is  inexcusable. 

VoL.  I... .No.  11. 
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But  they  never  attempt  to  reconcile  the  seeming  inconsist¬ 
ency  between  the  two  last  propositions,  by  teaching,  or  inti¬ 
mating  that  man,  in  his  present  fallen  slate,  has  ability  to  do  all 
that  is  required  of  him  by  the  law.  Both  truths  they  inculcate, 
and  leave  the  difficulty  to  be  settled  between  God  and  the  sin¬ 
ner's  conscience. 

Not  satisfied  with  this  scriptural  statement,  some  divines,  in 
their  endeavours  to  remove  a  seeming  inconsistency,  have  pro¬ 
duced  a  real  contradiction ;  maintaining  that  man  has  ability 
for  obedience,  while  they  assert  his  inability, 

A  Presbyterian. 
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FOR  THE  EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN  AND  REVIEW. 

Female  Scripture  Biography :  Including  An  Essay  on  what 
Christianity  has  done  for  Women,  By  Francis  Augustus 
Cox,  A.  M.  2vols,  l2mo,  James  Eastburn  h  Co.  New- 
York.  1817. 

F EW  subjects  have  been  more  hackneyed,  or,  on  which  more 
time  and  talent  have  been  expended,  than  that  of  Biography. 
It  has  alike  employed  the  pens  and  amused  the  leisure  of  the 
truly  greaty  and  of  the  pompous  Utile,  The  first  hare  taken  it 
up  for  the  sole  purpose  of  showing  by  what  process  the  human 
mind  has  been  developed,  and  its  powers  unfolded ;  the  latter, 
in  general,  have  had  nothing  beyond  paltry  vanity  in  view. 
The  subject  of  biography  has  been,  by  such  writers,  therefore, 
made  to  subserve  personal  interests  only ;  while  the  true  intent 
of  individual  history,  has  been  sacrificed  to  the  self-compla¬ 
cency  of  the  biographer. 

It  is  not  from  the  persuasion  that  we  shall  throw  more  light 
upon  this  interesting  subject  than  our  predecessors,  that  we 
have  brought  it  before  our  readers.  Genius  and  learning  have 
been  so  often  called  in  to  its  aid ;  individual  worth  and  public 
virtue  have  been  so  amply  detailed,  and  the  effects  produced 
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by  this  means  so  ably  set  forth,  that  it  would  be  vain  for  us  to 
attempt  any  thing  more  than  a  brief  outline  of  its  nature  and 
uses  as  introductory  to  a  review  of  the  instructive  work  at  the 
head  of  this  article,  and  also  to  a  series  of  biographical  sketches, 
which  we  hope,  as  opportunity  is  afforded,  to  present  through 
this  iniscellanv. 

Though  the  world  is  full  of  biography,  yet,  in  general,  how 
little  to  any  good  purpose  has  been  written ;  and  in  how  many 
instances  how  trifling  and  unworthy  of  notice  have  been  its  sub* 
jects.  Men  and  women  have  been  brought  forward  to  “  be  re¬ 
membered  by  the  aid  of  biography,”*  who  were  only  on  a  level 
with  the  mass  of  their  coteuiporaries,  and  who,  with  them, 
ought  to  have  descended  into  undisturbed  oblivion.  Others, 
who  filled  stations  respectable,  and  perhaps  important,  and  who 
discharged  their  duties  conscientiously,  have  been  placed  on 
an  unnatural  elevation,  thus  hiding  the  amiable  qualities  which 
endeared  them  to  their  friends  and  the  public,  in  the  affected 
glare  of  distinguished  excellence  whicii  they  never  possessed. 
While  a  third  class  have  had  their  great  talents  obscured,  their 
motives  misrepresented,  and  their  general  character  lowered 
by  the  indiscriminating  details  of  the  feeble  hand  which  at¬ 
tempted  to  draw  them.  It  belongs  to  the  able  and  impartial 
biographer  to  avoid  these  common  extremes. 

As  the  great  use  of  biography  is  to  unfold  human  character, 
in  all  its  shades  and  all  its  varied  aspects,  it  becomes  the  duly 
of  the  writer  thoroughly  to  understand  the  one  which  he  at¬ 
tempts  to  delineate.  If  he  fails  in  this  particular  the  object  is 
defeated,  and  his  labours  are  rendered  useless.  To  produce 
the  proper  eSect  then,  he  must  sit  down  to  his  work  with  the 
sole  intention  of  exhibiting  the  character  as  it  really  appears, 
either  from  personal  acquaintance,  or  authentic  information. 
He  must  divest  his  mind  of  that  bias  resulting  from  private 
friendship,  and  from  those  partial  views  which  a  similarity  of 
sentiment  and  of  feeling  will  naturally  produce.  He  must  go 
to  his  subject,  resolved  himself  to  be  honest,  and  determined 
to  speak  the  truth,  though  on  the  one  hand  he  may  expose 


*  Life  of  Chatham,  I.  lb. 
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himself  to  the  charge  of  high  colouring,  or  on  the  other  with 
having  presented  a  character,  such  as  they  are  always  found 
in  life,  with  a  mixture  of  infirmities  and  of  defects.  He  must 
not  expect  either  to  silence  the  objections  of  those  who  are  un¬ 
friendly  to  the  deceased,  or  to  answer  the  highly  raised  expec¬ 
tations  of  the  relatives  and  friends.  His  duty  is  of  a  more  ex* 
alted  nature  :  it  is  to  present  a  character  perfect  in  all  its  parts 
for  our  example  and  instruction,  and  thus  hold  up  to  us  the 
faithful  mirror  by  which  we  may  see  our  own  image  reflected, 
as  the  children  of  transgression  and  the  subjects  of  Divine  for¬ 
bearance  and  of  mercy. 

We  have  said  that  the  great  use  of  biography  is  to  develope 
human  character.  We  repeat,  that  it  is  its  principal  object. 
And  here  what  a  field  is  opened  to  the  enlightened  biographer! 
Before  him  is  placed  the  map  of  human  nature,  while  in  his 
hand  he  holds  the  history  of  that  being  upon  whom  God  has 
lavished  his  choicest  gifts.  On  this  map  what  verdure  springs! 
what  fruit  appears.  But  turn  aside,  and  the  blossom  is  gone, 
the  harmony  ,  of  creation  is  destroyed,  and  the  angel  of  dark¬ 
ness  has  spread  his  baleful  wings  over  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth.  He  takes  up  the  history  of  man,  “  that  bundle  of  in¬ 
consistencies  and  traces  him  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 
The  retrospect  of  the  generations  which  are  past,  is  made  the 
test  by  which  to  try  the  motives  and  the  principles  of  the  present. 
Man  is  viewed  in  every  situation,  and  under  every  circumstance  of 
life — in  the  humble  cottage,  and  the  sequestered  grove  ;  in  the 
busy  scenes  of  commerce,  or  the  soothing  pursuits  of  agricul¬ 
ture  ;  in  the  intrigues  of  the  politician,  or  on  the  throne  of 
state.  The  means  by  which  talent  has  been  elicited,  and  in¬ 
tellectual  greatness  unfolded  ;  the  sources  of  neglect,  of  de¬ 
pression,  and  of  misery ;  the  great  causes  from  which  events 
have  flowed,  big  with  the  weal  or  wo  of  man ;  all  these  arc 
before  the  eye  of  the  biographer,  and  if  intelligence  guides  his 
hand,  and  the  light  of  truth  precedes  bis  step,  the  examples 
which  he  will  draw  from  the  rich  store  in  his  possession  will 
afford  him  ample  means  of  doing  justice  to  his  subject,  and  of 
gratifying  the  most  laudable  curiosity  of  his  readers.^ 
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We  have  hitherto  been  speaking  of  general  biography  only^ 
and  before  we  quit  this  part,  a  brief  notice  of  the  coraparative 
merits  of  narrative  writers  may  not  be  deemed  irrelevant^ 

If  we  look  back  to  the  biographers  of  the  seventeenth 
and  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  in  our  own 
language,  we  cannot  but  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  de¬ 
cided  improvement  in  this  most  interesting  department  of 
literature.  The  Lives  by  Isaac  Walton,  the  Worthies  of  Ful¬ 
ler,  the  Character  of  Clarendon,  the  Oxoniensis  by  Wood, 
and  the  Memorials  of  Calamy,  with  many  others  of  less 
name,  are  indeed  distinguished  by  the  depth  of  their  re¬ 
searches,  and  the  accuracy  of  their  detail.  The  peculiar  ex* 
cellence  of  these  writers  consists  in  the  faithfulness  of  their 
narrative,  which  never  leaves  the  reader  in  doubt  as  to  their  in¬ 
tegrity  in  relating  such  facts  as  came  to  their  knowledge,  whate¬ 
ver  discretion  he  may  use,  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  source  from 
nrhence  they  were  derived.  But  though  we  are  often  amused 
with  the  quaintness  of  their  remarks,  and  instructed  by  the 
shrewdness  of  their  occasional  observations,  yet  we  look  in 
vain  for  that  discrimination  of  character,  and  that  philosophical 
acumen,  which  distinguish  later  biographers.  Perhaps,  how¬ 
ever,  Lord  Clarendon  ought  to  be  excepted  from  this  charge, 
as  the  brief  sketches  in  his  history  discover  an  acuteness  in  de¬ 
tecting  the  motives  of  human  action,  which  would  not  have  dis¬ 
graced  the  most  celebrated  of  modern  writers.  But  taking  the 
biographers  referred  to  as  a  whole,  and  comparing  them  with 
the  high  discriminating  powers  of  Johnson,  the  refined  taste, 
the  glowing  eloquence,  and  deep  metaphysical  researches  of 
Currie,  of  Stewart,  and  of  Good,  with  the  masterly  delineations 
ofM‘Crie  in  his  life  of  Knox,  and  the  luminous  arrangements 
of  Bower,  and  of  Cox,  in  their  respective  lives  of  Luther  and 
Melancthon,  and  we  shall  be  at  no  loss  to  determine  how  much 
the  late  and  present  biographers  exceed  those  of  .the  above 
period,  in  every  thing  which  constitutes  true  learning,  and  an 
''xtended  knowledge  of  those  principles  by  which  human  na¬ 
ture  in  its  degenerate  state  is  governed.* 
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It  is  time  now  for  us  to  quit  the  consideration  of  general 
inography,  and  to  come  to  that  which  is  more  immediately  in 
our  view,  the  biography  of  the  Christian  :  And  here,  would 
our  limits  admit,  we  have  a  wide  range.  The  cloud  of  wit¬ 
nesses  which  in  a  moment  rise  up  before  us,  cheer  our  hearts 
and  animate  our  pens.  We  call  up  the  lives  and  suflerings  of 
the  servants  of  the  living  God  through  successive  centuries. 
We  follow  them  in  their  intrepid  course  amidst  surrounding 
difficulties.  In  their  afflictions  we  are  afflicted — in  their  triumphs 
we  rejoice.  We  admire  their  calm  resignation,  and  their  pa> 
tient  perseverance.  Their  deadness  to  the  world  checks  an 
unsanctified  pursuit,  while  our  lukewarmness  is  reproached  by 
their  well  tempered  zeal.  We  perceive  in  their  characters 
what  we  ought  ourselves  to  be,  and  are  thereby  brought  to  a 
throne  of  grace,  to  ask  that  mercy  vvliich  is  so  necessary  for 
our  renewal  in  righteousness,  in  order  that  through  faith  and 
patience,  we  may  be  followers  of  those,  who  having  endured 
the  cross,  have  entered  into  the  joy  of  their  Redeemer. 

We  are  obliged  to  confess,  however,  that  notwithstanding 
the  very  numerous  lives  which  have  been  given  of  Christian 
believers^  but  few  have  been  so  written  as  to  present  a  complete 
character.  The  innumerable  sketches  conveyed,  through  tbe 
medium  of  periodical  publications,  are  so  far  satisfactory  as 
they  give  us  the  lust  views  and  hopes  of  the  expiring  saint. 
They  add  to  the  list  of  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  but  they 
afford  no  knowledge  as  to  the  previous  character.  Thus  we 
are  presented  with  the  leinjicr  and  feelings  of  the  Christian  dis¬ 
ciples  in  the  dark  valley^  but  we  know  not  the  steps  by  which 
they  descended  into  it.  With  their  living  exercises,  hopes  and 
fears,  we  are  not  acquainted.  How  they  resisted  sin  and  ovei- 
came  the  wicked  one  we  are  not  informed.  This  we  considei 
a  great  defect  in  these  short  biographies.  They  represent  but 
the  last  stage  of  human  w  eakness,  and  of  Divine  support,  and 
in  the  hands  of  the  young  disciple  have  a  tendency  to  discou¬ 
rage  him,  by  giving  an  example  of  triumphant  rejoicing  ol 
which  he  has  had  no  experience,  and  a  prospect  into  future 
hap(iiness  which  he  is  too  anxiou.-  to  realize. 


In  our  endeavour  to  collect  the  various  lives  of  professing 
Christians  in  every  station,  it  would  be  diflBcuIt  to  name  many 
which  answer  the  real  purposes  of  biography.  The  account  is 
either  too  brief  to  give  us  a  correct  idea  of  the  genuine  charac¬ 
ter,  or  so  much  in  detail,  and  so  intermixed  with  trite  remark 
^ind  irrelevant  matter,  as  to  leave  no  room  for  general  views, 
or  of  particular  illustrations.  In  addition  to  this  defect,  the 
writers  are  too  often  but  closet  students,  who  seldom  go  into 
the  world  for  their  originals.  They  take  up  the  papers  before 
them,  and  from  thence  draw  a  character,  beautiful  in  its  parts, 
and  probably  true  on  its  bright  side,  but  wholly  defective  in 
the  general  outline.  They  rather  represent  the  Christian  on 
the  mount  with  his  divine  Master,  than  girded  for  the  conflict 
with  the  powers  of  darkness.  He  is  seen  basking  in  the  sun 
and  not  breasting  the  storm — treading  the  lawn  and  enjoying 
the  limpid  stream,  rather  than  labouring  the  difficult  ascent,  or 
reslslins:  the  billows  which  are  ready  to  overwhelm  him.  Such 
a  view  is  partial,  and  to  a  certain  degree  it  is  pernicious.  The 
young  and  inexperienced  Christian  will  naturally  be  guided  by 
those  who  have  trod  the  sacred  path.  But  he  looks  into  his 
own  heart,  and  compares  his  views  and  feelings  with  theirs,  and 
the  dissimilarity  at  once  strikes  and  alarms  him.  He  finds  so 
much  sin  within  him  ;  such  coldness  frequently  in  the  divine 
ordinances  ;  so  much  reluctance  in  going  to  the  Fountain  of  all 
grace,  and  so  many  instances  of  his  unbelief  and  ingratitude,  as 
to  fill  his  soul  with  fearful  disquietude  for  the  future. 

But  all  biography  is  not  written  thus.  "We  have  numerous 
instances  w’here  the  believer  is  represented  in  the  midst  of  his 
conflicts,  as  well  as  reposing  after  the  battle.  In  such  cases  we 
obtain  a  correct  view  of  the  character.  We  are  called  to  ana¬ 
lyze  his  feelings,  to  contemplate  him  under  the  absence  of  di¬ 
vine  comfort— “  the  child  of  light,  walking  in  darkness;”  and 
to  view  him  under  the  pressure  of  severe  temptations.  Here 
we  meet  a  heart  which  beats  in  unison  with  our  own.  Wq 
experience  the  sympathy  of  suffering,  and  we  go  on  to  share  the 
iov  of  deliverance.  We  are  satisfied  because  the  character  is 
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like  our  own,  and  we  are  excited  to  perseverance  because  a 
fellow-sufferer  like  ourselves  has  endured,  and  has  overcome. 

These  remarks  lead  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  there  is  no 
perfect  biography  but  in  the  Bible.  The  reason  for  this  is 
plain.  He  who  knew  what  was  in  man  could  alone  repre¬ 
sent  him  as  he  really  is.  And  hence  we  find  that  no  partial 
views,  no  individual  attachments,  are  permitted  to  influence 
the  minds  of  the  sacred  penmen.  They  present  the  characters 
whom  they  delineate,  with  all  their  excellencies  and  all  their 
defects.  They  palliate  no  crime,  nor  find  for  vice  any  excuse 
from  rank  or  station.  They  hide  no  virtue  because  clothed 
with  poverty,  or  attended  by  infirmities.  In  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
ture  every  character  finds  its  proper  level,  nor  can  hypocrisy 
here  exert  its  snaky  influence  undetected,  or  humble  piety  re¬ 
main  in  obscurity  undeveloped. 

But  notwithstanding  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  the  true  source 
from  whence  genuine  character  is  to  be  drawn,  yet,  compara¬ 
tively,  how  few  either  from  the  pulpit  or  the  press  have  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  most  instructive  service.  Individuals  have  indeed 
been  brought  forward,  though  too  often  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  some  favourite  theory  of  the  author.  In  this  way, 
the  characters  *»f  Moses  as  a  legislator,  and  of  David  as  a  prince, 
have  exercised  the  talents  of  some  of  the  most  learned  and  in¬ 
genious  of  men.  They  have  traced  society  to  its  remotest  an¬ 
tiquity  ;  have  searched  the  records  of  surrounding  nations,  and 
thus  drawn  their  knowledge  from  afar;  not  so  much  with  the 
intention  of  showing  these  great  men  as  they  are  presented  to 
us  by  the  hand  of  inspiration,  as  for  laying  a  foundation  on 
which  the  superstructure  of  their  own  imagination  was  to  be 
built.  Their  several  works  may,  and  indeed  have  demanded 
the  admiration  of  the  scholar,  and  as  critical  productions  alone, 
will  continue  to  be  admired,  and  to  be  read,  so  long  as  learn¬ 
ing  is  held  in  proper  estimation ;  yet  for  all  devotional,  or 
practical  purposes,  either  in  exciting  the  soul  to  a  closer  union 
wdth  its  God,  or  of  affording  examples  by  which  Christian  con¬ 
duct  is  to  be  regulated,  they  scarcely  furnish  a  single  illustra- 
tioru 
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We  hare  not  room  to  enter  largely  into  this  subject,  or  to 
examine  minutely  all  the  writers  of  an  opposite  class  who  have 
taken  up  the  subject  of  scripture  biography.  They  are,  how¬ 
ever,  far  from  numerous,  and  of  very  different  qualifications. 
It  is  said,  and  we  are  inclined  to  believe,  truly,  that  the  great 
work  of  Saurin,*  gave  the  first  hints  to  Dr.  Hunter,  for  his 
very  popular  lectures  on  this  subject.  These  hints  he  so  am¬ 
plified  and  extended  as  to  have  all  the  merit  of  an  original  pro¬ 
duction.  His  fine  talent  and  commanding  eloquence  threw  a 
glow  of  feeling  into  his  composition,  which  rendered  it  in  the 
highest  degree  interesting.  In  discriminating  the  shades  of 
character,  particularly  in  bad  men,  we  doubt  whether  he  has 
ever  been  equalled.  He  seemed  as  if  he  could  detect  vice  in 
its  most  secret  places,  and  penetrate  motives  concealed  under 
the  thickest  veil.  Here  he  was  always  instructive,  as  well  as 
deeply  affecting.  It  is  impossible  to  take  up  his  lectures  on 
the  characters  of  Laban  and  of  Balaam,  however  often  we 
have  read  them,  and  to  quit  them  without  a  disposition  for  an¬ 
other  perusal.  His  style  is  so  flowing,  and  his  observations  so 
natural,  as  to  carry  both  the  feelings  and  the  understandings  o( 
his  readers  with  him. 

Yet  allowing  the  very  high  merits  of  Dr.  Hunter — merits 
which  in  this  department  we  think  unrivalled,  we  are  com¬ 
pelled,  for  general  usefulness,  to  prefer  the  work  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Robinson,  entitled  ‘‘  Scripture  Characters.”  If  wr 
may  judge  from  the  numerous  editions  both  in  octavo  and 
duodecimo,  through  which  this  book  has  gone,  it  will  appear  to 
have  been  not  less  popular  than  that  of  its  coternporary.  It 
is  in  truth  belter  suited  to  the  mass  of  even  intelligent  readers. 
It  pretends  not,  nor  does  it  ever  reach  the  eloquence  of 
Hunter;  but  there  is  a  strain  of  sound  sense,  and  justness  oi 
remark;  a  devotional  feeling,  and  persuasive  earnestness;  a 
deep  sense  of  ministerial  responsibility,  and  of  the  worth  of 
Immortal  souls,  pervading  the  whole  work,  which  at  once  en¬ 
lightens  the  understanding,  and  warms  the  heart:  an<]  were 


*  Di<conji  rIistorIo5r>,  (,:\f  'Ihr  ol.  ft  Moraui,  sur  J<;  V.  N.  T. 
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the  question  to  be  put  to  us,  What  book  was,  upon  the  whole, 
best  calculated  to  give  caution  to  the  steps,  animate  the  hopes, 
encourage  the  progress,  regulate  the  zeal,  inform  the  mind, 
and  strengthen  the  holy  resolutions  of  the  young  Christian  ?  we 
should,  without  hesitation,  reply — The  Scripture  Charac¬ 
ters,  by  Thomas  Robinson.”* 

But  however  excellent  the  preceding  works  may  be,  they 
have  left  a  chasm  to  be  filled  up  in  Scripture  biography,  whicli 
it  is  the  object  of  Mr.  Cox  to  supply.  He  remarks,  “  that  the 
notices  of  Hunter  and  Robinson  respecting  the  women  in 
Scripture,  formed  but  a  small  proportion  of  their  respective 
works;  and  that  the  present  performance  might  be  very  pro¬ 
perly  considered  as  a  continuation  of  their  volumes,  particu¬ 
larly  of  those  of  the  latter  aulhor.”f 

We  are  glad  that  a  man  of  so  much  talent,  learning,  and 
evangelical  knowledge,  has  taken  up  this  interesting  subject. 
He  is  the  first,  to  our  recollection  at  least,  who  has  entered  in 
so  enlarged  a  form  upon  this  extensive  field.  We  shall  how¬ 
ever  forbear  further  remarks,  to  take  notice  of  his  well  w  ritten 
essay  prefixed  to  the  second  volume,  “  On  what  Christianity 
has  done  for  women.” 

As  we  shall  probably  again  take  up  this  subject,  we  shall  but 
briefly  notice,  that  the  importance  of  Christianity  in  giving  the 
proper  tone  and  station  to'female  character,  is  every  day  more 
acknowledged  and  appreciated.  The  prejudice  long  che¬ 
rished,  and  the  habits  long  indulged  on  this  topic,  are  yielding 
fast  to  the  influence  of  more  improved  intellect,  and,  we  trust, 
more  chastened  Christian  feeling.  With  the  increase  of 
Tul  benevolence,  we  rejoice  to  say  that  particular  afiection  is 
not  declining.  Though  mure  expansive  than  history  can  in 
any  other  period  delineate,  we  yet  see  the  social  feelings  taking 
dt  ( per  root,  and  the  respect  for  woman  is  no  longer  founded 


•  Tt  would  be  unjust  on  Ibe  present  CM-casiori,  to  pass,  unnoticed,  the  elegant  little 
wt.i  k  of  Dr.  "VVatliins  on  Scripture  Biography.  It  was  composed  principally  tor  the  in- 
«t]  »»<  iioa  of  \outh,  a;»d  is  admirably  calculated  fur  tliat  objec^ 
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«n  the  plea  of  her  sexual  weakness,  but  on  the  elevation  of  her 
undei'standing, — her  importance  in  the  scale  of  being, — and 
her  high  claims  as  a  fellow  heir  of  the  grace  of  life. 

In  the  essay  already  referred  to,  Mr.  Cox  commences  with 
some  ingenious  conjectures  as  to  the  station  which  woman  held 
previous  to  the  fall.  The  inference  he  draws  from  the  general 
view  is,  “  That  an  equality  subsisted  in  all  those  respects  which 
are  not  strictly  classed  under  the  epithet  constitutional;  and 
that  the  authority  which  Revelation  has  conceded  to  man, 
results  from  his  present  fallen  condition.”  That  whatever  was 
the  original  difference,  the  equalities  or  inequalities  of  man 
and  woman, — the  harmonies  of  the  first  creation  had  been  dis¬ 
arranged  by  the  sin  of  man.  Hence  unholy  passions  and  cen- 
rupt  affections  generated  that  unnatural  power  which  uncon¬ 
trolled  authority  will  ever  exert  over  weakness.  Here  right 
loses  its  claims  in  oppressive  tyranny  ;  and  even  female  softness 
ceases  to  sooth,  when  unsanctified  man  commands  obedience. 
Hut  let  us  hear  our  author : — 

“  There  is  no  alternative  but  submission  or  punishment.  Upon 
this  principle  the  female  sex  may  be  expected  to  become  the  sport 
of  human  caprice,  folly,  and  guilt.  But  Christianity  tends  to  rectify 
the  disorders  which  sin  has  introduced  into  the  universe,  and  both 
in  a  natural  and  moral  sense  to  restore  a  lost  Paradise.  Like  that 
mighty  Spirit  which  in  the  beginning  moved  upon  the  surface  of 
the  waters,  when  the  earth  was  without  form  and  void,  and  dark¬ 
ness  was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep,  it  corrects  the  confusion  of  the 
moral  system,  pervades  and  reorganizes  the  formless  mass  of  de¬ 
praved  society,  and  pacifies  the  turbulence  of  human  passions. 
With  a  majesty  that  overawes,  a  voice  that  will  be  heard, — an 
iiifluence  that  cannot  be  resisted,  it  renews  the  world,  and  will 
eventually  diffuse  its  unsetting  glory  through  every  part  of  the 
habitable  globe.”  Essay,  p.  3. 

Mr.  Cox  next  proceeds  by  an  induction  of  facts  to  prove, 
that  Christianity  alone  has  improved  the  condition  of  W’omen. 
These  facts  are  drawn  from  the  '^tate  of  females  in  the  natioas 
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of  Pagan  antiquity, — in  Greece  and  Rome, — in  savage, 
stitious,  and  Mahometan  regions, — and  in  patriarchal  times,  or 
during  the  Jewish  theocracy. 

Our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  follow  Mr.  Cox  through  all 
his  important  details,  nor  shall  we  anticipate  the  reader’s  plea¬ 
sure  by  attempting  it.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  his  authorities 
are  full  and  decisive  on  every  fact  which  he  gives.  That  the 
degradation  of  women,  wherever  Christianity  has  not  exerted 
its  influence,  and  fixed  its  seat,  is  impressed  in  deepest  charac¬ 
ters.  That  to  her  is  assigned,  in  every  unchristian  region, 
sorrow,  drudgery,  neglect,  and  death.  She  rises  but  to  meet 
the  frown  of  her  savage  tyrant;  she  lies  down  but  to  dream  of 
her  future  sufferings.  In  sickness  she  excites  no  kindly  emo¬ 
tion  :  nor  does  the  voice  of  affection  ever  fall  on  her  ears  in 
the  agonies  of  death. 

Our  excellent  author  next  contrasts  the  stale  of  female? 
under  the  Christian  dispensation. 

“  It  is  at  once  striking  and  aftecting.  The  moral  scene  brightens 
upon  the  view,  as  we  contemplate  this  attractive  figure,  combining 
majesty  and  mildness — firscination  in  her  smiles,  and  heaven  in  her 
eye.’'  Essay,  p.  4G. 

Hence  he  shows  the  “  glory  of  this  system  in  ameliorating 
society  to  its  minutest  subdivisions,  and  the  prospect  of  soon 
transforming  the  moral  desert  into  a  Paradise  of  beauty  and 
bliss.” 

To  strengthen  his  arguments  he  gives  the  following  detail : 

1.  The  personal  conduct  of  Christ  in  elevating  the  female, 
character  to  a  height  unknown  before. 

2.  The  admission  of  women  to  all  the  privileges  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

3.  The  security  which  women  receive  to  their  rights  In  the 
great  principles  asserted  by  the  religion  of  Jesus. 

These  particulars  he  illustrates  by  a  variety  of  references  to 
well  known  facts,  and  concludes  the  whole  with  the  following 
eloquent  exclamation : — 
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Behold  Christianity  then,  walking  forth  in  her  purity  and  great¬ 
ness  to  bless  the  earth,  diffusing  her  light  in  every  direction,  dis¬ 
tributing  her  charities  on  either  hand, — quenching  the  flames  of 
lust,  and  the  fires  of  ambition, — silencing  discord,  spreading  peace, 
and  creating  all  things  new  !  Angels  watch  her  progress,  celebrate 
her  influence,  and  anticipate  her  final  triumphs  !  The  moral  crea¬ 
tion  brightens  beneath  her  smiles,  and  owns  her  renovating  power. 
At  her  approach  man  loses  his  fierceness,  and  woman  her  chains ; 
each  becomes  blessed  in  the  other,  and  God  glorified  in  both.’’ 

The  work  before  us  consists  of  a  number  of  essays  or  disser¬ 
tations,  on  the  various  female  characters  which  the  Scripture 
has  furnished  for  our  example  or  instruction.  The  object  of 
the  author  was  to  supply  “  families  with  a  course  of  religious 
reading,  adapted  to  occupy  the  intervals  of  business,  the  hours  of 
devotion,  and  the  time  which  is  often  properly  appropriated  to 
domestic  instruction  on  the  evening  of  the  Christian  Sab¬ 
bath.”  The  characters  particularly  illustrated  in  these  vo- 
lunaes  are  : — Eve,  Sarah,  Hagar,  LoVs  Wife,  Rebekah,  Miri- 
am,  Naomi,  Orpah  and  Ruth,  Deborah,  Jlanoah^s  Wife,  Han¬ 
nah,  Abigail,  the  (^ueen  of  Sheba,  the  Shunamite,  Esther.  The 
f^irgin  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Anna,  the  Woman  of  Samaria,  the 
Woman  who  was  a  Sinner,  the  Syrophenician,  Mhrthn  and 
Mary,  the  Poor  Widow,  Sapphira,  Dorcas,  and  Lydia.  These 
afford  a  vast  field  for  general  observation,  of  which  the  author 
has  availed  himself,  in  an  unusually  pleasing  and  instructive 
manner.  Sometimes  we  think  him  too  diffuse ;  and  very  fre¬ 
quently  his  digressions  break  in  upon  the  thread,  and  some¬ 
what  lessen  the  interest  of  the  narratives;  but  he  has  a  re¬ 
deeming  quality.  There  is  so  much  good  sense,  so  much 
evangelical  fervour;  and  he  evinces,  in  all  these  digressions, 
so  strong  a  desire  to  benefit  and  enlighten  his  reader,  as  to  leave 
us  in  doubt  whether,  upon  the  whole,  he  has  not  chosen  the 
mode  best  calculated  to  answer  his  object. 

It  was  our  intention  to  have  given  extracts  from  Mr.  Cox’s 
work,  but  w  e  could  not  do  it  without  extending  this  article  too 
far.  We  shall  therefore  refer  the  reader  to  the  work  itself, 
satisfied  that  an  attentive  perusal  will  amply  repay  him.  On 
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the  Style  of  our  author  vve  shall  but  briefly  remark, — That  ^ve 
consider  it  as  taking  a  middle  course  between  Hunter  and  Ro¬ 
binson.  He  does  not  possess  tlie  discriminating  powers,  the 
keen  penetration,  or  the  well  chosen  expression  of  the  former ; 
but  he  has  more  expanded  views,  his  thoughts  are  more  ele¬ 
vated,  and  his  style  much  more  apt  and  forcible  than  the  latter. 
To  both  however  he  is  an  excellent  appendage,  and  we  shall 
be  disappointed  if,  when  his  work  becomes  generally  known, 
it  is  not  as  popular  as  either  of  those  distinguished  writers. 

Y. 
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HYMN. 


Chain’d  down  to  earth  and  all  below, 
My  soul  would  fly  to  Thee ; 

Jesus,  within  my  bosom  glow  ; 

Inspire  and  comfort  me. 


I  feel  the  tempter  in  my  heart ; 

He  strives  to  check  my  song; 
Thy  grace  shall  bid  the  foe  depart, 
And  aid  my  trembling  tongue. 


From  earth’s  vain  scene  to  Thee  above, 
My  Saviour!  longs  mine  eye  ; 

O  heal  me  with  thy  saving  love, 

And  give  me  wings  to  fly. 

On  thy  dear  breast  would  I  repose, 
From  sin  and  sorrow  safe. 

Where  guilt’s  wild  sea  no  longer  flows, 
Nor  waves  of  darkness  chafe. 
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Fain  would  I  leave  this  stormy  shore, 

For  Thine  abode  of  peace, 

Where  Satan  tempts  the  heart  no  more, 

But  all  is  love  and  bliss. 

Fain  would  my  weary  spirit  rise, 

And  leave  earth  far  behind, 

And  stript  of  hell’s  alluring  guise. 

Unfading  pleasures  find. 

Oh  for  the  prophet’s  burning  wheel 
To  bear  me  to  my  God  ! 

Oh  for  his  lustre  to  reveal 

The  bright  and  heavenly  road  ! 

Oh  for  a  spark  of  heavenly  flame 
To  warm  this  lifeless  breast, 

And  bid  it  join  the  sweet  acclaim 
Of  saints  and  angels  blest ! 

Releas’d  from  earth  and  all  below, 

So  would  1  fly  to  Thee  ! 

Jesus  !  within  my  bosom  glow, 

Inspire  and  comfort  me! 

L.  S. 


<Otiituarp 
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“  The  righteous  shall  be  had  in  everlasting  remembrance,” 

Obituary  notices  of  virtuous  and  pious  dead,  are  consol¬ 
ing  to  the  hearts  of  the  bereaved,  and  useful  to  survivors,  by 
calling  their  attention  to  prosperous  and  triumphant  examples 
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of  faith  and  patience.  They  serve  to  exalt  the  grace  of  Christy 
by  showing  that  his  “  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness,” 
and  by  inviting  others  to  believe,  live,  and  die  in  the  armour  of 
Gospel  virtues,  and  the  hope  of  Christian  immortality. 

The  Christian  community,  and  the  Church  in  Albany,  has 
been  bereaved  gf  one  of  its  most  pious  members.  Miss  Anna 
Van  Vechtln;  a  woman  whose  retiring  modesty,  and  jealous 
fear  of  her  own  attainments,  prevented  her  from  being  so  gene¬ 
rally  known  as  her  graces  deserved,  and  the  interests  of  the 
Church  demanded.  A  lingering  disease,  which  often  bowed 
down  her  spirits,  prevented  her  intercourse  in  social  life,  often 
debarred  her  from  the  public  ordinances,  or  rendered  them  not 
so  profitable  as  she  wished,  harassed  her  for  years,  and  in  the 
end  proved  fatal.  Yet  she  loved  the  courts  of  God’s  house, — 
his  word  was  her  delight,  and  it  was  her  chief  joy  to  meditate 
on  divine  truth,  to  enter  into  her  closet,  and  pour  out  her  heart 
to  a  heavenly  Parent,  who  seeth  in  secret,  and  will  reward 
openly.  Papers  in  manuscript  sufficient  for  a  volume,  testify 
to  her  patience,  her  faith,  her  attachment  to  the  doctrines  of 
grace,  her  love  to  God,  her  connexions,  and  the  ministers  of 
divine  truth.  Her  disease,  which  at  times  flattered  and  delud¬ 
ed  her  friends,  seems  to  have  been  ameliorated  during  the 
sickness  and  death  of  a  beloved  brother.  She  was  borne  up 
and  comforted,  and  could  perform  the  offices  of  sisterly  affec- 
:ion.  But  the  death  of  this  brother,  though  expected,  struck 
with  mortal  weight  on  her  heart.  Though  an  obedient  and  an 
affectionate  child,  the  chief  ligament  which  bound  her  to  the 
world  was  ruptured  when  the  messenger  of  death  called  him 
from  time  to  eternity.  This  brother  received  various  affec¬ 
tionate  lamentations  from  his  sister’s  pen  and  heart,  and  none 
but  those  who  have  read  them  can  estimate  their  tenderness 
and  value.  Samuel  Van  Vechten  indeed  deserved  the  eulo- 
gium  of  an  upright  and  virtuous  young  man,  the  affectionately 
obedient  child,  the  constant  friend,  the  faithful  brother,  the 
inquirer  after  truth,  the  patient  sufferer  under  tedious  sickness, 
and  the  triumphant  Christian  in  the  hour  of  death.  He  de- 
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parted  with  a  hope  full  of  immortality,  on  the  30th  of  March, 
1 S 1 4,  in  the  24th  year  of  his  age. 

His  death  came  to  the  sister  as  the  message,  Be  ye  also 
ready.”  His  tomb  received  her  lamentations,  and  the  heavens, 
where  he  had  found  rest,  her  prayers  and  hopes.  She  trusted 
in  the  same  God  and  redemption,  and  He  who  hath  said,  “  I 
will  never  leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee,”  was  faithful  to  his  ser¬ 
vant.  Though  not  always  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  she 
had  a  “  good  hope  through  grace,”^and  fell  asleep  on  the  31st 
of  May,  1817,  in  the  35th  year  of  her  age. 

It  was  intended  by  the  writer  to  have  inserted  in  this  ac¬ 
count  extracts  from  her  journal  and  meditations.  But  they 
are  dear  to  surviving  friends  as  a  precious  legacy  with  which 
the  world  may  not  intermeddle.  Let  them  be  embalmed  in 
their  remembrance,  and  sleep  in  the  bosom  of  mercy,  till 
the  last  day  shall  reveal  them !  Such  Christian  humility, 
such  tenderness  of  affection,  such  acquaintance  with  divine 
truth,  such  watchfulness  of  conscience,  such  constant  diligence 
to  live  and  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  as  these  manuscripts 
exhibit,  teach  us  most  highly  to  prize  the  grace  of  God,  which, 
of  a  guilty  sinner,  can  make  a  triumphant  saint,  and  cause  a 
frail  and  worthless  mortal  to  leave  behind  a  savour  of  holiness 
which  the  just  will  ever  pronounce  blessed. 

Farewell,  beloved  and  lamented  saint!  May  we  all  be 
followers  of  thee  as  thou  wast  of  Christ !  And  after  the  lan¬ 
guors,  trials,  and  storms  of  life,  pass  triumphantly,  like  thee, 
through  death,  to  that  rest  that  remaineth  for  the  people  of 
God.” 
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COjysW£lUTIO.\^  0^r  THK  life  ^jXD  TRAE’SLATIOjy  OF 

EJfOCH. 

1.  The  case  of  Enoch  and  Elijah. 

It  is  appointed  unto  all  men  once  to  die :  this  is  the  general 
rule  :  but  we  meet  vrith  an  exception  to  it  in  the  case  of  Enoch, 
who  was  transported  from  the  eartl)ly  to  the  heavenly  Sion, 
without  passing  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  interposed 
between  them.  The  Scripture  affords  us  one  more  instance  of 
the  same  kind,  that  of  the  prophet  Elijah,  for  whom  a  chariot 
and  horses  of  fire  were  sent  down  from  the  city  of  the  great 
King,  and  who  instantly  exchanged  his  prophetic  mantle  for  a 
fobe  of  glory.  Thus  it  pleased  God  to  vouchsafe  the  world 
two  rehearsals  of  the  ascension  of  the  holy  Jesus ;  one  for  the 
building  up  of  those  before  the  law,  the  other  of  those  under 
the  law,  in  the  faith  of  that  great  and  important  article :  and 
both,  that  we  of  these  latter  days  might  admire  the  wisdom  of 
God  in  foreshowing  what  hath  been  accomplished,  and  adore 
his  mercy  and  power  in  the  accomplishment  of  what  was  fore¬ 
showed. 


2.  Enoch* s  Faith. 

IF  wc  ask  what  it  was  in  Enoch  that  could  merit  an  exemp¬ 
tion  from  the  common  lot  of  mortality,  the  author  of  the  Epis¬ 
tle  to  the  Hebrews  will  tell  us — By  faith  Enoch  was  (ran- 
slated*  from  earth  to  heaven.  His  faith  then  was  in  heaven, 
whither  he  was  translated,  and  in  that  blessed  Person  who  only 
could  translate  him  thither:  he  was  a  believer  in  him  who, 
after  having  made  atonement  on  the  cross  for  the  sins  of  jthe 
world,  appeared  before  the  everlasting  gates  of  heaven,  and 
commanded  them  to  be  thrown  open,  for  the  righteous  nation 
to  enter  into  them,  and  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  their  God. 


•  Hcb.  t 
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The  righteousness  of  the  Redeemer,  like  light  from  the  sun, 
looked  always  and  reached  upwards,  to  save  those  w^ho  lived 
by  faith  before  and  under  the  law,  as  well  as  downwards,  to 
justify  and  sanctify  believers  to  the  end  of  time,  and  nothing 
was,  is,  or  shall  be  hid  from  the  influence  thereof.  Enoch  was 
translated  that  he  should  not  see  deaths  by  faith  in  him  who, 
because  he  was  to  overcome  the  sharpness  of  deaths  could  there¬ 
fore  open  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  all  believers, 

3.  His  Prophecy, 

BUT  did  there  a  doubt  remain  as  to  the  object  of  Enoch’s 
faith,  the  prophecy  delivered  by  him  to  the  old  world,  and  re¬ 
corded  by  St.  Jude,  were  sufiicient  to  dispel  it.  The  subject  of 
the  prophecy  is  the  second  advent  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  to  take  vengeance  on  the  deniers  and  blasphemers  of 
his  holy  name.  Enoch  also,  the  seventh  from  Adam^  prophesied 
of  thesCy  saying,  Behold,  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thousand  of 
his  saints,  to  execute  judgment  upon  all,  and  to  convince  all 
that  are  ungodly  among  them  of  all  the  ungodly  deeds  which 
they  have  ungodly  committed,  and  of  all  their  hard  speeches 
which  ungodly  sinners  have  spoken  against  him,*  This  prophecy 
of  the  coming  of  our  Lord  to  judgment,  which  is  to  be  his  last 
act,  and  to  close  all  the  dispensation  of  Grod  to  man,  through  a 
Mediator,  necessarily  supposes  in  the  person  who  uttered  it, 
an  acquaintance  with  the  steps  leading  to  that  awful  and  final 
catastrophe,  such  as  the  incarnation,  life,  suflerings,  death, 
resurrection,  ascension,  inauguration,  and  kingdom  of  our 
Lord,  as  well  as  the  glorious  state  of  the  saints  departed,  who 
are  to  come  with  him  in  the  clouds  of  heaven.  On  these  sub¬ 
jects  were  the  thoughts  of  the  prophet  employed,  and  his 
aflfections  were  in  heaven  long  before  he  himself  was  translated 
thither.  How  ought  we  then  to  be  continually  looking  for  and 
hasting  to  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God,  now  that  Christ  has 
sustained  his  ofiices  of  prophet,  priest,  and  king,  and  nothing 
remains  but  that  we  behold  him  in  the  character  of  our  judge  ! 
Surely  it  is  now,  more  than  ever,  the  part  of  a  prophet,  or 
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teacher  of  the  revealed  will  of  God,  to  dwell  upon  the  second 
advent  of  Messiah,  and  to  paint  in  the  most  lively  colours,  the 
transactions  of  the  approaching  day  of  final  retribution;  that 
day  when  the  stoutest  heart  shall  tremble,  and  the  terrors  of 
which' nothing  but  the  faith  of  Enoch  can  enable  us  to  support. 
Yet  who  is  there  among  us  that  thinks,  as  he  ought  to  do,  on 
that  day,  or  that  faith  ! 


[To  be  conlinucd.] 


0 

ncligiou^  SCntcUigettfc. 

JEWS. 


IN  a  Tract  lately  published  at  Paris  by 
M.  Bail,  the  following  is  given  as  a  fair  cal¬ 
culation  of  the  number  of  Jews  in  the  differ¬ 


ent  quarters  of  tlie  globe  : — 

In  all  parts  of  Poland,  before 

the  partition  of  1772 .  1,000,000 

In  Russia,  including  Molda¬ 
via  and  Wallachia .  200,000 

In  all  the  states  in  which  the 
German  language  is  spoken  500,000 

Holland  and  the  Netherlands .  80,000 

Sweden  and  Denmark .  5,000 

France  .  50,000 


In  England  [of  which  London 

contains  12,00Ct] .  50,000 

In  the  states  in  which  Italian 

is  spoken .  200,000 

Spain  and  Portugal .  10,000 

United  Stated .  3,000 

In  the  Mahommedan  states  of 
Asia,  Europe,  and  Africa . .  4,000,000 

In  Persia  and  the  rest  of  Asia, 
including  China  and  India .  500,000 


Total  6,590,000 


BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY,  ENGLAND. 
Substance  of  the  Report  read  at  Oxford,  Oct.  1,  1817. 


AT  our  late  general  meetings  in  London 
a  Report  was  read,  comprising  the  most  im¬ 
portant  intelligence  which  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  up  to  that  period.  To  that  Report 
little  addition  can  as  yet  be  made ;  but  as  it 
has  been  but  partially  circulated,  we  shall 
extract  from  it,  for  the  information  of  the 
Society  to-day,  a  brief  review  of  the  various 
stations,  occasionally  ins<u*ting,  under  each  I 


head,  what  information  has  since  been  re¬ 
ceived. 

Beginning,  as  usual,  with  the  province  of 
Bengal,  Dinagepore,  lying  about  240  miles 
N.  of  Calcutta,  is  the  first  station  which 
claims  our  attention.  Late  accounts  from 
thence  mention,  that  several  inquirers  from 
Pumcah,  a  considerable  town  to  the  west¬ 
ward,  had  travelled  thither,  who  heard  the 


word  with  serious  attention,  and  gladly  re- 
veived  several  copies  of  the  gospel  of  St. 
Luke,  which  were  given  them  at  their  own 
i-equest,  to  carry  back  to  the  place  of  their 
residence. 

Goa M ALT V  has  been,  for  some  time  past, 
occupied  by  Krishnoo  W'ith  his  usual  assidu¬ 
ity  and  real.  In  one  of  his  excursions  to  a 
n(‘ighbouring  village,  he  informed  the  peo¬ 
ple  tliat  he  was  come  to  offer  them  the  w  ord 
of  God  “  without  money  and  without  price.” 
His  hearers,  however,  not  understanding 
these  disinterested  offers,  so  new  to  hea¬ 
thens,  were  afraid  to  accept  of  hooks;  and 
Krishnoo,  full  of  grief,  retired  and  prayed 
to  God  on  their  account.  On  his  next  visit, 
he  found  them  more  attentive,  and  desirous 
of  books  to  read.  On  another  occasion  he 
visited  Mandaroo,  a  place  in  which  the 
•Scriptures  had  never  been  seen  or  heard  of 
before.  A  fair  being  held  at  that  time  in 
the  town,  many  thousands  were  assembled, 
among  w  horn  he  distributed  a  great  number 
of  ijooks,  and  had  much  discussion  with  se¬ 
veral  men  of  influence  among  them. 

A  friend  who  lately  visited  the  station  at 
CuTWA  remarks  :  “  Never  was  my  faith  in 
the  nussion  raised  so  much  as  since  I  have 
been  here.  All  I  see,  and  all  I  hear,  tends 
to  conhnn  me  in  the  idea  that  Satan*s  king¬ 
dom  in  this  country  will  soon  be  much  di- 
^lini^hed.”  These  expectations  seem  to  Ije 
w  arranted  by  facts.  Mr.  Carey  has  had 
several  pleasing  additions  from  the  na¬ 
tives  around  him ;  the  people,  in  general, 
seem  eager  to  obtain  gospels  and  tracts,  and 
are  very  desirous  that  more  schools  may  be 
established  for  die  instruction  of  their  chil-  j 
drtn.  We  regret  to  add,  that  a  want  of  the  ^ 
requisite  funds  has  hitficrto  prevented  a  full  ^ 

compliance  with  this  desire. 

_ 

The  distant  stations  at  Sylhet  andCuiT- 

1 

TA00N6  have  lately  been  visited  by  the  la-| 
kK>rioa§  missionary  just  mentioned  (Mr.  W.  | 
Carey.)  At  the  former,  the  prepress  of  our  ! 
brethren  De  Sylva  and  Bhagvat  has  been  * 
retanJed  for  want  of  the  .Scriptures,  which 
are  not  yet  translated  into  the  language  of 
this  district ;  and  by  die  wild  and  ravage 
habit*  of  the  native*.  As  C'ne  instance  of 


this  it  is  stated,  Uitit  the  Kachat  rajah,  near 
whom  they  reside,  celebrated  his  recent 
elevation  to  the  throne  by  offering  in  sacri¬ 
fice  to  an  idol  tiventy  young  men,  whom  he 
had  brought  for  that  purpose  from  the  moun¬ 
tains.  Yet  the  prudent  and  inofl'ensive  con¬ 
duct  of  our  native  brethren  had  so  far  re¬ 
commended  them  to  this  prince,  that  he  has 
made  them  repeated  presents  in  money, 
and  promised  them  a  piece  of  ground,  on 
w’hich  they  hope  to  build  a  school,  and  thus 
introduce  the  gospel  in  a  sileut  and  gradual 
manner. 

“  At  Chittagong,”  says  Mr.  Carey,  “  I 
found  brethren  De  Bruyn  and  Baudry  well* 
and  warm  in  the  cause  of  our  Master ;  they 
go  out  almost  every  day  when  it  is  not  too 
hot,  to  the  markets  around,  and  speak  of 
Christ.  They  have  frequent  visits  from 
their  neighbours,  and  in  various  w’ays  seem 
to  be  actively  spreading  the  light  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  around.  One  of  the  members  here  is  a 
drummer,  who  received  a  tract  and  the 
psalms  of  David  at  Dacca  some  years  ago. 
This  poor  man  used  to  go  from  place  to 
place,  and  from  house  to  house,  with  the 
psalms,  to  obtain  some  instruction,  but  could 
find  DO  one  to  instruct  him.  About  eigh*^ 
years  ago  he  removed  from  I^cca  to  Chit¬ 
tagong,  but  wandered  alx>ut  as  before, 
tliirsting  for  instruction,  for  lea  years,  till  at 
last  he  found  De  Bruyn,  who  satisfied  bi.« 
tiiirst ;  he  has  since  joined  the  church,  and 
is  now  a  warm-hearted  Christian.  I  forgot 
to  say  that  he  once  went  to  the  Catliolic 
priest  with  the  PsaloMi,  who  told  him  to 
throw  the  book  into  the  river,  for  it  was  not 
fit  for  him  to  read ;  be  w  ondered  that  tfjc 
priest  should  order  him  to  do  so  with  the 
W’^ord  of  God,  and  said  in  his  heart,  that  he 
would  rather  lose  tlie  priest  than  the  book, 
His  name  is  Domingo  Re  veil  o  ;  I  had  some 
talk  with  him,  which  pleased  me  very  much 
indeed  A  great  priest  of  the  Raoolees  ha* 
lately  sent  a  letter  to  our  brethren,  written 
on  a  palm  leaf,  in  the  Burman  character,  of 
which  t}^  following  is  the  purport:  “Ai! 
my  people  are  poor,  and  perfectly  unnjJy 
sunk  in  every  thing  that  is  evil,  without  t 
rcstinsr  vln.'it :  if  vou  Trill  u*. 
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will  pay  attention  to  what  you  say;  the 
book  that  you  have  is  very  good,  and  all 
that  receive  it  will  be  sheltered,  as  by  the 
>hade  of  a  large  tree.  Numbers  have  heard 
about  it,  and  are  desirous  to  join  you.  I 
am  a  poor  creature  ;  and  if  you  will  come 
and  help  us,  we  shall  be  very  thankful.” 
Our  brethren  intend  to  go  soon,  and  pay 
them  a  visit. 

In  concluding  the  account  of  his  exten¬ 
sive  tour,  Mr.  Carey  observes :  “lam  hap¬ 
py  to  say,  that  I  had  many  very  pleasing 
opportunities  of  speaking  of  Christ  to  those 
»who  never  heard  of  him  before  ;  people  at 
several  places  were  very  eager  to  get  books 
and  pamphlets.  I  had  much  reason  to  la¬ 
ment  the  not  having  a  better  stock  of  books 
and  pamphlets  with  me,  for  in  such  a  long 
journey  I  might  have  given  away  thousands 
to  those  who  had  never  before  heard  the 
sound  of  the  gospel.  How  much  still  re¬ 
mains  to  be  done!  It  would  be  a  good 
thing,  if  a  pers<Hi,  well  stocked  with  boc^s 
and  pamphlets,  were  constantly  employed 
In  taking  such  long  journeys :  it  would  be  a 
great  means  of  spreading  the  light  of  the 
gospel,  and  of  keeping  alive  that  light 
which  has  already  been  spread.  May  the 
Lord  incrcaie  the  number  of  labourers.  I 
have  great  reason  to  bless  the  Lord  for  all 
his  mercy  and  goodness  manifested  tome 
and  all  with  me  through  this  journey ;  he 
has  presented  me  from  innumerable  dan-  j 
gers  and  great  difficulties.  O  that  for  all  I 
this  I  may  be  enabled  to  devote  myself  more  j 
and  more  to  him !”  i 

The  greater  part  of  the  members  of  the  i 
church  recently  formed  at  Berhampore  ' 
have  removed  from  thence  to  Calcutta.  Still  | 
the  work  of  God  has  not  ceased.  At  the  | 
date  of  the  last  advices  from  hence,  several  | 
families  were  under  instruction,  and  desir-  j 
ous  of  admission  into  the  church.  A  visit ! 
had  lately  been  paid  them  by  Mr.  Smith,  I 
which  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of| 
prea'^hing  the  gospel  to  great  numbers. 

The  labours  of  Mr.  Thomas,  who  is  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Ckougacha  in  Jessore  have  been 
interrupUd  by  sickness.  To  this  church, 


notwithstanding,  some  recent  additions  have 
been  made  from  among  the  natives. 

From  Serampore  and  Calcutta  no  par¬ 
ticular  details  can  be  presented,  beyond 
those  wiiich  have  already  met  the  public 
eye.  The  various,  extensive,  and  benefieial 
labours  in  which  our  brethren  have  loi^ 
been  engaged,  are  in  a  stale  of  encouraging 
progress.  The  word  of  life  is  sounding 
forth  in  various  directions,  principally  by 
means  of  the  brethren  raised  up  in  the 
country  ;  and  instances  frequently  occur,  m 
which  it  appears  to  be  made  the  power  ot 
God  unto  salvation.  One  instance  of  this 
kind  may  serve  as  a  specimen.  In  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  September,  1816,  a  man  called 
at  the  mission-house  widi  a  Bengalee  New 
Testament  in  his  hand,  bound  in  leather, 
and  much  worn.  He  asked  the  missionaries 
to  teach  him  tiie  doctrines  of  Uiis  bocA, 
which  he  said  he  had  been  reading  a  year, 
and  had  read  it  nearly  through.  They  in¬ 
vited  him  to  stay,  and  placed  him  under  the 
instructions  of  Mr.  Smith.  After  some  day.'^ 
they  discovered,  that  this  man,  then  quite 
young,  had  been  with  them  a  few  years  be¬ 
fore,  but  bad  been  inveigled  away,  and  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  become  a  Mussulman.  On 
the  27th  of  October  he  brought  in  his  hand 
the  following  petition  that  they  would  bap 
tjze  him — “Oh  brethren !  I  am  a  great  sin¬ 
ner,  and  each  of  iny  sins  is  very  heavy ; 
there  is  one  way  of  salvation.  Bury  me  in 
the  grave  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  feed 
me  with  his  flesh,  and  cause  me  to  drink  hi> 
blood.  1  want  that  religion  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  command  of  God,  consists  in 
truth,  mercy,  and  pardon ;  that  knowledge 
and  disposition  of  mind  which  are  necessa- 
ry  to  enable  me  to  show  to  others  the  good 
way,  that  grace  which  shall  enable  mt'  to 
practise  holiness.  I  have  truly  believed 
with  my  heart,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  ha^ 
home  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree. 
I  know  not  when  I  shall  die.  In  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  do  not  delay  my  bap¬ 
tism.” 

Besides  those  brethren  who  have  latetj* 
arrived  at  Calcutta  from  England,  (Messrs. 
Randal)  and  Fenny,)  a  valuable  additiou 
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From  Benares  he  wa«  accompanied  back 
to  Patna  by  a  pious  young  man,  of  the  name 
ofFlatman,  who  desires  to  devote  himsell 
to  the  work  of  the  mission,  and  is,  for  the 
present,  associated  with  Mr.  Thompson  in 
labour.  In  the  month  of  October,  last  year, 
this  active  missionary  visited  Bettiah,  a 
town  in  the  province  of  Behar,  about  90 
miles  distant  from  Patna,  into  which  Chris¬ 
tianity,  according  to  the  tenets  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  was  introduced  about 
eighty  years  ago.  One  principal  object  he 
had  in  view  was,  to  ascertain  the  practica¬ 
bility  of  establishing  schools ;  on  which  sub¬ 
ject,  and  various  other  interesting  points, 
connected  with  the  history  and  present 
state  of  the  se  Catholics,  he  has  given  a  co¬ 
pious  account,  which  will  shortly  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  usual  course. 

I  From  Agka,  Allahabad,  and  Delhi, 

I  no  inteliig^ce  particularly  interesting  has 
been  received.  Mr.  Mackintosh  has  re¬ 
moved  from  the  first  named  city  to  Allaha¬ 
bad,  and  appears  to  have  commenced  his 
work  in  a  truly  humble  and  Christian  spirit. 
Delhi  is  supplied  at  present  by  Mr.  Kerr, 
but  his  continuance  there  is  rather  uncer¬ 
tain. 

In  this  province  (HindosPhan)  two  new 
stations  have  lately  been  occupied.  One  is 
in  the  city  of  Gayah,  fifty-five  miles  south 
of  Patna ;  a  place  of  almost  as  great  idola¬ 
trous  resort  as  the  temple  of  Juggernaut, 
and  which  is  occupied  by  a  Mr.  Fowles, 
who  w'as  converted  under  the  ministry  of 
Mr.  Thompson  at  Patna.  The  second  is  at 
Monghir,  which  is  described  as  a  place 
“  immensely  large  in  which  our  valued 
brother  Chamberlain  has  filed  his  resi¬ 
dence,  a-tsisted  by  the  aged  native  Brinda- 
bund,  and  where  already  some  pleasing  in¬ 
dications  of  .«ucce5>»  begin  to  appear. 

In  addition  to  thev^  new  stations,  another 
is  commencing  at  Benares,  the  Athens  of 
I  India,  whjth»rr  our  brethren  have  sent  Mr. 
Smith,  who  is  particularly  fiuent  in  the  Hio- 
doostaliee  dialect 

At  Nagpore,  in  tfje  Mahratta  country, 

I  Ram  Mohun,  a  pk^LS  native  itinerant,  is 
I  '•onMantJy  engaged,  under  the  directioo  of 


of  advice  on  the  occasion,  which  happily 
conveys  their  sentiments  on  the  nature  of 
the  w  ork  in  w  hich  he  is  engaged.  This  let¬ 
ter  is  too  long  for  insertion  here,  but  will  be 
read  with  interest,  when  presented  through 
another  channel. 

At  Vans-variya,  a  village  not  far  from 
i^rampore,  where  a  small  Christian  society 
sprang  up  some  time  since,  solely  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures,  we  learn,  that  Tarachund,  their  mi¬ 
nister,  continues  to  show'  much  zeal  and 
earnestness  in  the  cause  of  Christ-  He  is 
said  to  spend  nearly  all  his  Income  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  gospel,  reserving  scarcely  any 
part  for  himseh'. 

Our  brethren  Moore  and  Rowe,  who 
have  long  occupied  the  station  at  Digah, 
have  been  much  occouraged  of  late  by 
rrowing  success.  Various  pleasing  addi¬ 
tions  have  been  made  to  this  little  church 
from  among  the  natives ;  but  the  word  has 
been  more  peculiarly  owned  to  the  conver- 1 
sion  of  many  of  our  own  country  men  in  the 
army.  One  letter  mentions  twenty-four  of 
these  who  had  openly  professed  their  love 
to  Christ-  Others  have  since  followed  their 
example  ;  nor  was  this  gracious  work  at  a 
«tand  when  the  latest  advices  wliich  have 
reached  us  left  the  station  in  November, 
laib. 

The  journals  of  .Mr.  Thompson,  at  Pa t.n  a, 
d^rd  abundant  evidence  of  his  anxious 
desire  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  He- 
deemeris  kingdom.  Eiariy  in  the  year  1816, 
be  cndertor4  a  journey  as  far  as  Benares 
and  Allahabad,  during  which  be  had  many 
opportunities  of  preaching  the  gospel,  and 
observed  throughout  the  country  a  general 
\'nrre^iof!  that  it  w.*!!  sorn  re  trkijnr-hant. 
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the  worthy  European  wlio  has  long  aided 
the  mission  in  that  quarter.  Several  per¬ 
sons  of  the  Dher  cast  are  mentioned  as 
hopeful  inquirers.  Similar  accounts  arc 
given  also  by  brother  John  Peter,  from 
Orissa. 

The  journals  ofC.  C.  Aratoon,  at  Surat, 
contain  some  striking  facts,  illustrating  the 
nature  of  those  impediments  which,  in  every 
country,  oppose  the  progress  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ.  On  one  occasion,  an  old  man, 
after  listening  for  a  long  time,  observed,  “  I 
see  we  are  nothing,  and  that  notliing  can 
be  done  by  us;  we  are  only  flutes  in  the 


arrived  at  this  station;  the  families  have 
united  on  the  principle  adopted  by  our  bre¬ 
thren  at  Serampore,  that  of  a  common  fund, 
and  the  whole  aspect  of  afl'airs  here  seems 
encouraging. 

Leaving  the  continent  of  India,  the  earli¬ 
est  of  our  insular  stations  is  at  Colvmbo,  in 
Ceylon.  Several  persons  have  been  added 
to  the  little  church  at  this  place;  among 
others,  a  Boodhist  priest  has  renounced  idol¬ 
atry',  and  been  baptized  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grifliths  hare 
safely  arrived;  and  Mr.  Siers,  who  has  long 
aided  brother  Chater  in  the  work  of  the  mi- 


hand  of  God.”  At  another  time,  when  ad-  j  nistrv,  has  been  solemnly  ordained  to  it ;  in 
dressing  near  50  persons,  one  of  them  ob- !  which  service  the  American  missionaries, 
jected,  “  Our  shastres  are  not  good,  there- !  then  at  Colombo,  took  a  very  friendly  part, 
fore  we  are  vitious  ;  but  the  Christian  shas-  j  Of  the  natural  tendency  of  the  gospel  to 
ter  is  good;  why  then  are  Christians  wick- '  ennoble  the  mind,  by  imparting  the  princi- 
cd?”  To  this  Aratoon  replied,  that  there  ;  pies  of  philanthropy  and  true  benevolence^ 
were  two  sorts  of  Christians,  but  not  two  a  memorable  proof  has  been  lately  given  in 
sorts  of  Hindoos  ;  the  false  Christians  con-  this  island,  by  the  voluntai-v  resolution  of  a 
fessed  Christ  with  the  lips  only,  not  with ,  large  majority  of  the  respectable  inhabitant* 
the  heart.  They  asked,  how  this  could  be  ? !  gradually  to  abolish  domerstic  slavery. 
He  said.  Do  you  call  him  a  Mussulman, ;  Much  piais*'  is  due  to  tlie  humane  exertions 
who  does  not  walk  according  to  the  Koran  ^  |  of  .Sir  Alexander  Johii’^lone,  the  Chief  Jus- 
They  said,  No.  Do  you  call  him  a  Parsee,  j  tice  of  Ceylon ;  but  as  that  enlightened  ma- 
who  docs  not  worship  the  sun  ?  No.  Do!  gistrate  himself  has  expressed  his  conviction 
you  call  him  a  Hindoo,  who  cats  the  cow, !  that  this  growth  of  liberal  sentiments  and 
and  does  not  worship  the  gods  f  They  an- ,  feeling  must  be  ascribed  to  the  spread  of 
swered.  No.  Well,  then,  said  the  mission-  Christian  knowledge,  such  a  fact  ought  not 
ary,  nor  do  we  call  them  Christians  w’ho  to  be  withheld  from  the  friends  of  the  gos- 
obey  not  Christ :  here  is  the  gospel,  take  it,  1  pel. 

read  and  examine  for  yourselves  :  here  you  |  Intelligence  has  been  received  of  the  safe 
will  see  the  characters  of  those  who  are  the  arrival  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  at  R  vs  wick, 
real  followers  of  Christ ;  they  only  are  i  near  Batavia.  Here  they  remain  for  the 
Christians  who  fear  God,  obey  Christ,  and ,  present,  studying  the  Malay,  with  the 


keep  his  commandments. 


j  friendly  assistance  of  .Mr.  Robinson,  who 


At  Raxcoox,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judsou  have  preaches  in  that  languagi?  as  often  as  he  has 
had  to  encounter  various  diflficulties,  but  ob-  ^  opportunity,  and  is  proceeding  also  with  hi.s 
sen  e  in  their  last  communication,  “  W’e  are  ^  translation  of  tiie  New  Testament  into  that 
now  much  more  comfortable  tlian  at  any '  tongue. 

time  since  we  arrived  here.  Provisions  arej  The  station  at  Samarang,  to  which  it  is 
plentiful,  and  in  considerable  variety.  The  j  most  prol^able  Mr.  Phillips  will  ultimately 
country’  also  is  quiet.  .  W  e  are  not  haras.scd '  proceed,  is  maintained  for  the  present  by 
with  midnight  alarms,  as  we  were  in  our  Mr.  Briickner,  who  had  joined  our  late  bro- 
first  two  years;  and  the  present  govern- { the r  Trow t  shortly  before  his  lamented  de¬ 
ment  of  Rangrx>D  grants  us  all  the  protec- 1  cease. 

tion,  and  shows  us  ail  the  kindness,  we  ranj  At  Amboyxa,  the  most  remote  of  all  the 
desire.”  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Hough  have  safely  stati».«is  that  have  been  planted  in  the  ea-*N 


AND  REVIEH" 


ova  world,  Mr.  Jabez  Carey  has  hitherto 
acted  alone,  and  displayed  much  zeal  and 
judgment  in  his  operations.  He  has  dis¬ 
tributed  considerable  numbers  of  the  Malay 
New  Testament;  translated  the  whole  of 
W atts’s  Catechism,  and  made  considerable 
progress  in  translating  Baxter’s  Call  to  the 
Unconverted.  The  people  are  fond  of  read¬ 
ing,  ajid  any  thing  serious  is  well  received. 
The  schools,  of  which  a  considerable  num¬ 
ber  were  established  by  the  Dutch  govern¬ 
ment,  are  placed  under  Mr.  Carey’s  super¬ 
intendence,  and  occupy  a  large  share  of  his 
attention. 

Hitherto  we  have  l^een  called,  in  a  pecu¬ 
liar  manner,  to  exercise  faith  and  patience 
in  relation  to  the  newly  planted  station  in 
Jamaica.  Scarcely  had  our  valuable  bro¬ 
ther  Rowe  obtained  permission  to  publish 
the  gospel,  ere  he ’was  called  to  enter  into 
the  joy  of  his  Lord.  Mr.  Compere,  who 
succeeded  him,  was  for  a  season  fully  en- 
g^aged  in  preaching  to  the  negroes  ;  of  late, 
liowever,  his  conduct  has  not  altogether 
coincided  with  the  views  of  the  Committee, 

so  that  he  is  no  longer  under  our  direebon, ! 

! 

but  has  embarked,  with  his  family,  for  the 
United  States  of  America.  Mr.  Coultart 
remains  on  the  island,  and  will,  we  trust, 
prove  an  extensive  blessing  there.  j 

It  will  not  be  expected  that  any  addition 
can  l)e  made  to  the  accounts  already  before 
the  public,  respecting  the  progre  ss  of  the 
Translations.  One  fact,  liowever,  has  been 
announced  since  the  date  of  the  last  memoir 
on  thi*^  subject,  on  which  we  reflect  w'ith 
peculiar  satisfaction  and  thankfulness.  We 
refer  to  the  completion  of  the  Chinese  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  whole  Scriptures,  to  which,  after 
eleven  years  of  vigorous  application.  Dr. 


The  number  of  native  schools  has  greatly 
increased  during  the  last  year;  and  as  the 
advantages  derived  from  them  become 
more  and  more  evident,  applications  for  the 
establishment  of  new  schools  are  made  from 
various  quarters,  and  to  an  extent  far  be¬ 
yond  the  present  means  of  our  brethren  to 
defray.  F or  the  regulation  of  these  schools, 
the  missionaries  have  lately  drawn  up  a 
comprehensive  and  systematic  plan,  the  re¬ 
sult  of  much  experience,  and  long  delibera¬ 
tion,  and  which  has  been  highly  approved 
by  the  most  distinguished  residents  in  India. 
This  pamphlet  has  been  lately  reprinted  in 
this  country,  and  will  shortly  be  published 
in  an  abridged  form,  for  general  circulation. 
We  feel  convinced  that  it  will  deeply  inter¬ 
est  the  minds  of  all  who  would  rescue  the 
Eastern  world  from  the  degrading  fetters  of 
ignorance  and  superstition;  and  excite 
more  general  attention,  and  engage  mon- 
friendly  support,  to  this  interesting  branch 
of  missionaiy  labour. 

The  Resolution  passed  at  our  last  annual 
meeting,  respecting  tlie  time  at  which  the 
Tre-asurer’s  accounts  should  be  made  up  in 
future,  not  having  been  clearly  understood 
i  by  all  concerned  in  it,  it  is  not  in  our  power 
I  to  present  the  Society  to-day  with  a  com¬ 
plete  statement  of  receipts  and  expendi¬ 
tures  for  the  last  year.  This  omission,  how¬ 
ever,  will  soon  be  supplied.  In  the  mean 
^  while,  we  acknowledge,  with  grateful  plea¬ 
sure,  the  very  liberal  assistance  which  ha** 

[  been  afforded  during  that  period,  notwith- 
j  standing  the  limes  have  been  so  peculiarly 
I  unfavourable  to  pecuniary  exertion.  Tl.e 
j  steady  and  efltctual  support  derived  from 
the  numerous  body  of  subscribers — ffie  kind 
and  valuable  aid  rendered  by  Auxiliar}*  So¬ 
cieties,  which  so  happily  dilTuse  an  interest 
in  the  cause  throughout  the  respective 
spheres  of  their  operation,  and  introduce  tlu 
j  mission  to  the  notice  of  many,  who  olher- 
j  wise  would  remain  ignorant  of  it — together 
with  the  very  generous  munificence  b} 
which  the  Societ}*  has  l^en  favoured,  in 
swne  particular  instances,  in  the.  course  of 
the  past  year — are,  indeed,  most  inade¬ 
quately  noticed  in  these  brief  and  general 
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terms.  But,  considering  the  high  and  noble 
purpose  for  which  these  gifts  are  cast 
into  the  treasury  of  God,  and  the  evident 
tokens  of  divine  approbation  which  have 
rested  upon  them,  we  are  persuaded  our 
’riends  will  accept  more  readily  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  congratulation  than  of  eulogy  ,  and 
fepel  that  our  united  praises  are  due  to  that 
holy  and  gracious  Being,  who  has  furnished 
the  opportunity  for  those  labours  of  love, 
imparted  the  disposition  to  engage  in  them, 
and  crowned  them  with  a  degree  of  success 
far  beyond  our  expectations. 

Eight  persons,  including  the  missionaries 
and  their  wives,  have  been  sent  out  this 
year.  Their  destinations  have  been  to  J ava, 
Calcutta,  and  Jamaica.  Very  recently  our 
young  brethren,  Sutton  and  Adam,  w’ho  had 
been  pursuing  preparatory'  studies  at  Bristol 
and  in  Scotland,  have  been  designated  to 
iheir  important  work,  and  are  expected  to 
embark  at  Liverpool  in  a  few  days.* 

Several  candidates  for  missionary  labours 

*  They  have  since  sailed  by  the  private  ship 
Hoacoe. 


have  been  admitted,  and  placed  under  the 
care  and  instruction  of  various  members  of 
the  Committee. 

The  views  of  our  brethren  abroad,  always 
liberal  and  comprehensive,  have  led  them 
very  urgently  to  entreat  that  our  operations 
may  be  carried  on  upon  a  yet  more  extend¬ 
ed  scale.  They  have  enumerated  no  less 
than  nine  stations  of  great  importance,  to 
which  they  implore  us  to  pay  immediate 
attention.  Such  requests,  on  behalf  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  guilty  and  ignorant  immortals,  made 
by  men  who  have  devoted  their  all  to  the 
work,  ought  not  to  be  treated  w’ith  indif¬ 
ference  or  neglect ;  but  you  will  remember, 
brethren,  that  these  faithful  and  laborious 
men,  plead  in  the  name  of  Him  who  hath  re¬ 
deemed  us  by  his  blood,  to  whom  the  Hea¬ 
then  is  given  for  his  inheritance,  and  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  posses¬ 
sion.  May  these  weighty'  considerations 
suitably  aflect  our  hearts,  and  lead  us,  with 
renewed  alacrity  and  zeal,  to  exert  our¬ 
selves  in  the  Redeemer’s  cause,  forasmuch 
as  w'e  know  that  our  labour  is  not  in  vain  in 
!  the  Lord. 


OBITUARY  OF  MARY  JV - . 

WHO  DIED  AT  THE  EARLY  AGE  OF  ELEVEN  YEARS  An/1  EIGHT  MONTHS. 


ONE  of  the  most  beautiful  and  tender 
pepresentalions  given  in  the  Scriptures,  of 
that  intimate  union  which  subsists  between 
Christ  and  his  people,  is  takm  from  the 
shepherd  and  his  flock.  'When,  w’rapt  in 
holy  meditation,  Isaiah  contemplates  afar 
off  the  foming  of  the  Messiah,  and  foretells 
the  vengeance  which  he  should  exercise 
tov/ards  his  foes,  ho  beautifully  contrasts 
with  it  the  endearing  relation  ^vhich  Christ 
sustains  to  his  people.  ‘‘He  shall  feed  his 
flock  like  a  shepherd,  he  shall  gather  the 
lambs  with  hi.s  arm,  and  carry  them  in  his  | 
bosom.”  In  similar  language  the  Prophet 
Ezekiel  more  fully  points  out  the  office  and 
the  character  of  the  Shepherd  of  Israel  ; 
“  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  Behold,  I,  even 
I,  will  both  search  my  pueep,  arid  seek 


them  out :  as  a  shepherd  secketh  out  hi? 
flock  in  llic  day  that  he  is  among  his  sheep 
that  are  scattered ;  so  will  I  seek  out  mv 
sheep,  and  will  deliver  them  out  of  all 
places  where  they  have  U*en  scattered  in 
the  cloudy  and  dark  day'.  And  I  will  bring 
them  out  from  the  people,  and  gather  them 
trom  the  countries,  and  will  bring  them  to 
their  own  land,  and  feed  them  upon  the 
mountains  of  Israel,  by  the  rivers,  and  in  all 
the  inhabited  placc.s  of  the  country.  I  will 
feed  them  in  a  good  pasture,  and  upon  the 
j  high  mountains  of  Israel  shall  their  fold  be  : 
there  .shall  they  lie  in  a  good  fold,  and  is  a 
fat  pasture  shall  they  feed  upon  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Israel.  I  will  feed  my  flock,  and  I 
will  cause  them  to  lie  down,  saiih  the  Lord 
Cod.  I  will  seek  that  w’hich  was  lost,  and 
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bring  again  that  which  was  driven  away, 
and  will  bind  up  that  which  was  broken, 
and  will  strengthen  that  which  was  sick/* 

In  conformity  with  the  annunciations  of 
ancient  prophecy,  the  Redeemer,  when  he 
came  into  the  world,  assumed  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  good  Shepherd,  who  so  loved  his 
sheep,  as  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  theirs. 
When  thirsty,  he  guides  his  flock  by  the 
still  waters ;  and  when  weaiy',  he  leads 
them  into  green  pastures,  where  they  may 
lie  down  safely ;  he  suffers  not  the  sun  to 
smite  them  by  day,  nor  the  moon  by  night ; 
for  his  eye  never  slumbers  nor  sleeps.  He 
knows  bis  own  sheep  by  name,  and  leadeth ' 
them  out :  under  his  guidance,  ^there  shall 
no  evil  beast  devour  them ;  for  none  is  able 
to  pluck  them  out  of  his  hand,  neither  shall 
any  danger  approach  the  place  of  their  rest. 
W^ith  the  most  tender  sympathy,  the  Shep¬ 
herd  of  Israel  carries  the  Iambs  in  his  arms 
when  weary,  and  leads  gently  along  those 
that  are  feeble  in  his  fold.  When  about  to 
leave  this  world,  and  ascend  to  his  Father, 
be  manifested  the  affectionate  feelings  of 
his  heart  for  their  pres€r\’ation,  in  charging 
his  apostle  first  of  all  “  to  feed  his  lambs.** 
There  is  not,  under  heaven,  a  sight  so 
inexpressibly  pleasing,  as  a  youthful  Chris¬ 
tian  pilgrim,  resolutely  bending  his  course 
towards  the  heavenly  Canaan.  By  the  aid 
of  Revelation  he  penetrates  the  veil  of  mys- 

he  catches 


of  ambition  in  his  exalted  station,  the  pooi 
and  despised  Christian  pilgrim  attains  to 
the  possessicHi  of  that  wisdom  which  cometh 
from  above,  seizes  upon  a  treasure  which 
cannot  decay,  and  holds  a  station  elevated 
far  above  all  worldly  grandeur,  in  commu¬ 
nion  and  fellowship  with  his  God.  The 
glories  of  eternity,  too  often  hid  from  the 
wise  and  prudent,  are,  in  the  unsearchable 
wisdom  of  Jehovah,  revealed  unto  babes; 
for,  “  not  many  wise  men  after  the  flesh, 
not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble  are  call¬ 
ed  ;  but  God  hath  chosen  the  foolish  things 
of  (he  world  to  confound  the  wise,  and  the 
weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the 
things  whiclTare  mighty ;  and  base  things 
of  the  world,  and  things  which  are  despised, 
hath  God  chosen ;  yea,  and  things  which  are 
not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  are.** 

The  truth  of  these  few  observations  may 
be  illustrated  by  the  short  and  simple  annals 
of  Mary  W — .  No  splendour  of  worldly 
riches  marked  her  station  in  society — no  pe¬ 
culiar  beauty  of  outward  form  or  appear¬ 
ance  attracted  the  gaze,  or  excited  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  those  around  her.  She  was  bom 
at  G — ,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1805.  The  first 
years  of  her  childhood  were  distinguished 
by  no  peculiar  excellence  of  character  or 
^  maturity  of  judgment.  Like  other  children 
she  was  hasty  and  thoughtless,  and  proba¬ 
bly  as  fond  of  her  childish  amusements  a« 

[  any  of  hf^r  companions.  From  her  earliest 
years  .she  was  carefully  instructed  in  th»'i 
I  fear  of  God,  by  an  affectionate  and  pious 
j  mother.  Mary,  however,  was  too  much 
I  engrossed  with  the  little  trifling  pursuits  oi 
I  childhood,  to  bend  her  thoughts  toward 
another  w  orld :  she  how  ed  her  knee,  in¬ 
deed,  raorai.ng  and  evening  regtilarly  be¬ 
fore  her  Maker,  but  she  gave  him  not  he: 
heart.  When  .“he  ro«<*  from  her  knees,  she 

I 

!  thought  that  «he  had  fini'^hed  hf:T  ta.sk,  aiid 
I  had  done  all  that  was  m  edful ;  her  littl»- 

I 

heart  nevfr  ♦bought  that  the  great  God, 
whom 'she  addressed,  and  who  lives  far  be¬ 
yond  the  blazing  sun,  and  the  twicklirf^ 
stars  of  heaven,  could  “  stor>p  *o  watch 
I  infant  soul,  or  li-.lMi  to  her  Ie*<.ble  prayer.” 
I  Hitherto  “he  *hat 


teiy  which  hangs  over  futurity 
a  glimpse  of  the  unseen  glories  of  the  Para-  j 
dide  above,  and  his  soul  is  filled  with  a 

I 

holy  ardour  to  seize  upon  a  crown  of  un¬ 
fading  glor}' ;  he  hears  the  voice  of  heavenly 
wisdom  saying,  “  This  is  not  the  place  of 
your  rest,**  **  here  you  have  no  continuing 
city  ;**  and  he  turns  his  eye  from  the  glitter¬ 
ing  trifles  which  surround  him,  to  behold 
“  that  city  which  hath  foundations,  w’hose 
builder  and  maker  is  God,**  and  longs  to 
enter  upon  the  rest  that  remaineth  for  the 
follow  ers  of  Jesus.  The  Scriptures  of  truth 
declare,  and  daily  experience  confirms  the 
fkclaration,  that  out  of  the  mduth  of  babes 
and  sucklings  God  can  perfect  praise. 
Whilst  the  wise  man  glories  in  his  wisdom, 
the  rich  man  in  bis  po?ses*ions,  and  the  mm 


524 


evangelical  guardian 


“  a  fear  to  quell,  or  a  soul  to  save.”  She  monly  retentive,  which  she  turned  to  good 
was  as  a  lamb,  straying  from  the  flock  of  account  in  treasuring  up  large  portions  of 
Christ;  but  the  ever-wakeful  eye  of  the  the  Sacred  volume,  together  with  many 
Shepherd  beheld  her  wandering,  and  he  in  psalms  and  hymns.  She  attended  regularly 

his  mercy  was  about  to  restore  her  to  his  along  with  her  parents  at  the  - — — 

fold.  Church,  but,  unlike  most  other  children,  she 

Her  only  brother,  a  child  about  five  years  was  not  a  careless  inattentive  hearer.  Her 
of  age,  was  summoned,  when  Mary  was  in  little  heart  glowed  with  delight  at  the  ap- 
her  eightli  year,  to  an  early  tomb.  Whilst  proach  of  the  sacred  day  of  rest ;  she  longed 
the  mourning  and  bereaved  parents  w^ere  for  the  return  of  the  Sabbath,  and  was 
sorrowing  over  his  loss,  God  was  graciously  pleased  with  every  incidental  opportunity 
pleased  to  render  his  removal  the  means  of  of  hearing  the  Gospel  preached  upon  other 
impressing  Mary’s  heart,  and  of  leading  her  occasions.  She  would  sometimes  say',  “  I 
to  the  Saviour.  She  was  then  reading  in  am  glad  this  is  the  Sabbath-day ;  it  is  the 
the  sixth  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  Mat-  best  day  to  me,  and  I  think  it  is  because  on 
thew,  and  when  she  came  to  the  twenty-  this  day  Jesus  rose  from  the  grave.”  When 
first  verse,  whei-e  the  Saviour  says,  “  Where  attending  the  house  of  God,  Mary  listened 
your  treasure  is,  tliere  w  ill  your  heart  be  with  eager  attention,  because  her  heart  was 
also,”  she  wras  for  tlie  first  time  enabled  to  interested  in  the  services  of  the  stinctuary  ; 
present  the  desii'e  of  her  heart  to  God,  and  on  returning|li()me,  she  w'ould  repeat  a 
tiirough  Jesus  Christ  the  Lord;  and  she  great  part  of  tlie  sermons  she  had  heard, 
inwardly  prayed  that  “  her  treasure  might  and  was  displeased  if  it  w  as  not  required  of 
be  in  heaven,  and  there  her  heart  would  be  her. 

also.”  Before  this  period,  her  mother  She  gave  evidence  that  her  heart  was 
would  sometimes  say  to  her,  “  Mary,  you  |  renewed  by  divine  grace,  from  the  delight 
should  attempt  to  pray  to  God  in  your  own  ^  she  felt  in  family  and  secret  prayer  :  in  the 
words,  and  not  merely  say  prayers  to  him.”  latter  she  possessed  much  liberty  and  great 
Mary  then  thought  that  this  w'as  impossible;  fervency.  Some  j>erson  said  to  her,  on  one 
btit  now  she  both  felt  its  truth,  and  exempli-  occasion,  “  Mary,  do  y’ou  like  to  pray  with 
fied  it  in  her  daily  practice.  From  this  time  i  the  family’  or  in  secret  best  Her  reply 
a  great  change  took  place  upon  her  mind  ;  i  was,  “  1  love  to  pray  with  others ;  but  I  can 
her  thoughts  were  directed  heavenwards, !  say  to  God,  when  1  am  alone,  w  hat  1  cannot 
and  her  treasure  was  above.  Jesus  had  .  say  when  I  am  with  others.”  Yet  this  dear 
drawn  her  to  himself  with  the  cords  of  his  i  child  was  not  a  stranger  to  temptations 
love,  and  she  loved  him,  who  had  so  loved  |  from  within,  as  well  as  from  without :  wan- 
her,  as  to  lay  down  his  own  precious  life  to  |  dering  thoughts  in  prayer  occasioned  her 
redeem  her  from  the  punishment  due  to  her  ;  many  a  painful  reflection.  Her  mother 
tiaiiegressions.  She  had  chosen  that  better  ;  frequently  observed  her,  after  she  had  betn 
part  which  should  never  be  taken  away  thus  engaged  in  private,  with  an  air  of  me- 
fioru  her,  and  she  was  enabled  to  comply  '  lancholy  on  her  countenance,  and  took  oc- 
with  the  w'ords  of  the  hyiim  which  says,  casion  to  inijuire  the  cause.  Mary  replied, 

that  she  could  not  get  her  pray'crs  said  for 
“  O  yes,  when  little  children  cry’,  wandering  thoughts,  and  that  this  made  her 

God  hearkens  to  their  prayer  !  feel  dejected  and  dull.  She.  has  now,  how- 

His  throne  of  grace  is  always  uigh,  ever,  quitted  her  tabernacle  of  clay,  and 

And  I  will  venture  there :  entered  the  heavenly  kingdom,  where  oo 

ril  go,  depending  on  his  word,  sinful  or  wandering  tjiought  shall  ever  dis- 

.\nd  seek  Ids  grace  through  Christ  the  I.(Ord.  turb  her  mind. 

I  On  being  asked  by  her  mother  if  she 
,^he  wa«  favoured  w  ith  a  memory  nt\oom- '  could  tell  how  and  when  God  bud  here 


.AND  REVIEW. 


525 


yactously  pleased  to  to  her  his 

redeeming  love,  she  answered,  that  she 
neither  knew  God  nor  herself  before  her 
little  brother  died :  sin,  till  then,  w’as  no 
grief  to  her.  Her  thoughts  had  been  much 
occupied  about  him,  but  she  was  comforted 
with  the  hope  that  he  was  gone  to  serve 
God  in  heaven,  because  he  took  so  much 
delight  in  prayer  and  praise  while  upon 
earth. 

Jesus  was  to  her  “  all  in  all.”  Her  great 
desire  was  to  speak  of  Christ,  to  hear  of 
Christ,  to  read  of  Christ,  and  to  think  of 
Christ.  Her  mother  said  to  her,  on  one  oc- 
•'asion,  “  Mary,  what  is  that  which  you 
most  desire,  if  you  were  to  have  your  wish 
gratified?”  She  said,  “  I  desire  to  love 
The  Ix)rd  Jesus  Christ  with  all  my  heart : 
l>ut  I  am  grieved  that  1  have  so  little  love  to 
the  Saviour.”  Her  mother  replied,  “  Ma¬ 
ry,  God  will  assuredly  give  you  the  desire 
of  your  heart,  for  he  has  said,  *  They  that 
•eek  me  early  shall  find  me.*  ”  Deeply 
conscious  of  the  depravity  of  her  heart,  she 
sometimes  expressed  herself  thus,  ”  O,  this 
bad  and  wicked  heart  of  mine  !  O,  I  wish 
I  could  love  Jesus  better,  when  I  read  in 

I 

his  blessed  word  what  he  suflfered  for  poor 
helpless  sinners  such  as  I  am.”  And  then 
she  would  add,  “  O,  that  all  my  thoughts 
were  directed  to  God  !**  When  told  that 
.«he  was  eight  years  of  age,  she  said,  “  O, 
that  all  my  past  years  had  been  devoted  to 
God!”  j 

It  pleased  the  Almighty  Disposer  of 
events,  when  she  was  about  nine  years  of 
age,  to  vi.sit  her  with  a  long  and  painful  ill¬ 
ness,  from  the  month  of  January,  till  about 
the  middle  of  May.  She  was  thus  naade  to 
drink  deep  of  the  bitter  waters  of  affliction, 
but  she  possessed  a  peace  and  calm  .seren- 
nity  of  mind  (vithin,  which  supported  her 
under  every  trial.  Many  a  sleepless  hour 
during  her  long  protracted  sickness,  she 
passed  with  her  mother  in  searching  the 
Scriptures,  in  addressing  their  joint  suppli¬ 
cations  at  the  throne  of  mercy,  and  thus 
held  intercourse  with  Heaven.  The  Scrip- 
tares  were  Maiy’s  delight;  and  many  were 
the  passage;  of  which  she  was  especially 


fond ;  the  24th  and  the  25th  verses  of  the 
73d  Psalm  were  particularly  endeared  to 
her :  “  Thou  shalt  guide  me  with  thy  coun¬ 
sel,  and  afterward  receive  me  to  glory. 
Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee.^  and 
there  is  none  upon  earth  I  desire  besides 
thee.”  On  the  twelfth  chapter  of  Isaiah 
she  dwelt  with  peculiar  pleasure,  and  was 
much  delighted  with  tlie  promise  in  the 
third  verse,  “  With  joy  shall  ye  draw  wa¬ 
ter  from  the  wells  of  salvation;”  a  promise 
wonderfully  verified  in  her  own  happy  ex¬ 
perience. 

The  greater  ^rt  of  her  time  was  occu¬ 
pied  either  in  singing  hymns,  or  in  reading 
the  word  of  God,  and  various  religious  pub¬ 
lications,  in  repeating  large  parts  of  the 
Scriptures  from  memory,  or  in  the  exercise 
of  secret  prayer.  And  although,  while  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  exercises  of  devotion,  she 
might  sometimes  catch  in  imagination  a 
glimpse  of  the  heavenly  regions,  and  hear, 
as  it  were,  the  notes  of  angels  and  the  harps 
of  heaven ;  though  a  holy  joy  might  occa¬ 
sionally  .take  possession  of  her  soul  in  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  the  possession  of  an  inherit¬ 
ance  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fad- 
eth  not  away ;  though  her  willing  spirit 
might  long  to  fly  away  and  be  at  rest — to 
I  enter  upon  the  rest  that  remaineth'  for  the 
people  of  God ;  yet  her  course  was  far  from 
being  an  unvary  ing  scene  of  unminglcd  hap¬ 
piness.  Her  joys  were  o'^ten  mingled  with 
j  sorrows,  and  her  pleasures  succeeded  by 
pain.  Week  after  week  passed  away,  pro¬ 
ducing  alternate  sunshine  and  cloud,  calm 
and  storm,  hope  and  fear;  yet  she  pursued 
her  heavenly  course,  travelling  onwards  to 
her  Father’s  house  above.  She  knew  well 
that  her  Lord  and  Master  would  not  suffer 
her  to  be  tried  above  what  she  was  able  to 
bear,  but  would  with  every  temptation 
make  a  way  to  escape.  She  remembered 
the  words  which  are  written,  that  “  through 
much  tribulation  we  must  enter  the  king¬ 
dom  and  she  felt  assured  that  the  Saviour 
“  is  not  an  High  Priest  who  cannot  be 
touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities ; 
but  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we 
ire,  yet  without  sin;”  and  tHat  therefore 
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“  he  is  able  to  succour  them  that  are  tempt¬ 
ed/’  Her  feelings  corresponded  with  those 
beautiful  lines  of  the  poet : 

“  WTi}'  should  I  complain 
Of  want  or  distress, 

Temptation  or  pain  ? 

He  told  me  no  less. 

TThe  heirs  of  salvation, 

I  know  from  his  wrord, 

Through  much  tribulation 
Must  follow  their  Lofd,”  ^Lc. 

Her  great  desire  whilst  jotirncying 
iiravcnwards,  was  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of 
Jesus  her  Saviour  in  all  things,  by  a  life  and 
■  onduct  becoming  the  Gospel.  Thus  she 
said,  on  one  occasion,  “  I  wish  I  could  love 
Christ  in  all  the  ways  Mr. - -  speaks  of : 

I  wish  to  think  of  Christ — I  wish  to  read  of 

$ 

Christ — I  wish  to  hear  of  Christ — I  wish  to 
'peak  of  Christ — and  I  wish  to  be  made 
holy,  as  the  Lord  Jesus  Cluist  is  holy,  and 
to  be  with  him  for  ever  and  ever ;  for  then  I 
shall  serve  him  without  sin.” 

The  few  fleeting  years  of  her  earthly 
course  were  hastening  to  a  close ;  and  as 
she  drew  nearer  the  termination  of  her  pil¬ 
grimage,  she  evinced  a  maturity  of  judg¬ 
ment  far  beyond  her  years.  The  family 
were  often  surprised  and  impressed  by  the 
appropriate  manner  in  which  she  offered 
her  counsel  and  advice  to  its  various  mem¬ 
bers.  Her  heavenly  Father  was  earlj* 
oiling  her  for  thal  important  change  which 
was  soon  to  dissolve  her  connexion  with 
time,  and  usher  her  into  eternity,  and  en¬ 
abled  her  thus  to  leave  behind  her  a  lasting 
lestimony  to  the  power  of  divine  grace  in 
renewing  and  sanctifying  the  heart,  and  in 
enlarging  the  powers  and  capacities  of  the 
fnind. 

AI>out  nine  months  previous  to  her  death, 
rile  was  called  to  mourn  over  the  loss  of  her 
invaluable  mother.  Tliat  eye  which,  with 
maternal  and  Christian  affection,  had  gazed 
with  delight  upon  the  opening  beauties  of 
this  lovitly  flower,  was  now  to  be  closed  for 
ever.  Whilst  the  veil  of  futurity  yet  hung 
the  destiny  of  her  child,  the  strong 


feelings  of  maternal  affection  would  doubt¬ 
less  excfCe  in  her  breast  a  thousand  fears  for 
her  safety,  while,  bereft  of  the  guide  of  her 
youth,  she  continued  a  pilgrim  in  this  vale 
of  tears.  But  she  was  enabled  in  faith  to 
conunit  her  cares  and  anxieties  to  Him  who 
hath  said  that  he  will  be  ”  the  shield  of  the 
orphan and  God,  who  is  faithful  to  his‘ 
promises,  graciously  fulfilled  all  that  he  had 
pledged  himself  to  perform.  Marj^’s  short 
course  was  soon  to  terminate ;  ”  the  num¬ 
bered  hour  was  on  the  w  ing  to  lay  her  with 
the  dead.”  Her  feeble  frame  was  soon  to 
be  deposited  with  the  mouldering  rcinaios 
of  her  beloved  parent,  in  the  hope  of  a  glo¬ 
rious  immortality.  But  the  powerful  arm 
of  Jehovah  bore  her  triumphant  through  her 
last  conflict 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  April,  1816,  she 
was  seized  with  the  measles,  which  in  the 
short  interval  of  a  fortnight  put  a  period  to 
her  life.  During  the  severity  of  tlie  disor¬ 
der,  she  was  patient  and  resigned,  and  con¬ 
tented  to  bear  whatever  her  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther  should  be  pleased  to  appoint  She 
said,  that  we  had  need  to  prepare  for 
death,  before  we  were  laid  upon  a  sick 
bed.”  Her  sister  said  to  her,  ”  Mar)',  you 
have  great  patience  under  your  affliction.” 
She  added  immediately,  ”  Why  should  I 
be  discontented  under  the  afflicting  hand  of 
God  ^  though  he  presses  heavily  on  me  with 
the  one  hand,  he  can  uphold  me  with  the 
other.”  There  were  few  parts  of  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  with  which  .'he  was  unacquainted. 
Among  the  last  chapters  .«ihe  read  was  the’ 
7th  of  Job;  when  she  came  to  the  16t]i 
verse,  where  Job  says  of  life,  ”  I  loathe  it,  I 
would  not  live  alway,”  she  said,  that  she 
remembered  that  was  a  verse  which  her 
mother  used  frequently  to  repeat,  and  she 
thought  she  could  say  also,  “  I  loathe  it,  I 
would  not  live  alway.” 

On  the  day  before  her  death  she  request¬ 
ed  the  63d  chapter  of  Isaiah,  and  the  14tJi 
chapter  of  John,  to  be  read  to  her,  and  ex¬ 
pressed  the  plea.sure  she  experienced  from 
them;  but  dwelt  particularly  on  those  beau¬ 
tiful  words  in  the  9th  verse  of  the  former, 
“  In  all  their  aflSiction  lie  was  afflicted 


:md  the  IQth  Terse  of  the  latter,  “  I  will  not]  the  bosom  of  its  Father  and  its  God.” 
leave  you  comfortless,  I  will  come  to  you, 

She  also  requested  that  the  beautiful  hymn 
beginning  “Jesus,  and  shall  it  ever  be,” 
fcc.  might  be  read ;  a  hymn  of  which  she 
was  particularly  fond.  On  l^eing  asked  if 
she  felt  ashamed  of  Jesus?  “  No,”  she  re¬ 
plied  ;  rather  would  I  say, 


”  j  could  hWe  but  pierce  the  veil  which  sepa¬ 
rates  from  our  sight  the  unseen  realities  of 
heaven,  how  would  our  souls,  in  contem¬ 
plating  the  glorious  prospect,  “  long  to  rise, 
and  dwell  on  earth  no  more !”  In  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  their  God,  and  of  Jesus  their  Re¬ 
deemer,  and  surrounded  by  countless  mul¬ 
titudes  of  the  heavenly  hosts,  there  stand 
they  whose  robes  have  been  washed  and 
made  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ;  who 
once,  like  ourselves,  were  inhabitants  of  thi* 
lower  world — subject  to  all  the  infirmitir*^ 
of  our  natnre— -exposed  to  similar  trials  and 
similar  discouragements  in  the  Christian 
“  Mary,  are  you  afraid  to  die  r” — “  No,”  I  course ;  but  who  fought  a  good  fight — who 
she  said,  “  but  if  it  were  the  Lord's  will,  I ,  witnessed  a  good  confession,  and  who  now 
should  like  to  be  here  sl  little  longer:  but  I ; inherit  the  crown  of  gloiy*.  There  they 
am  not  afraid  to  die ;  for  has  not  Christ  pro-  j  hunger  no  more,  neither  do  they  thirst  anV 
mised  to  take  the  sting  out  of  death  ?  And  j  more :  no  scorching  sun  beats  upon  their 
O,  to  be  ready  for  the  coming  of  Christ  !|  head — no  burning  heat  enfeebles  their 
‘  Our  light  aiBiction,  which  is  but  for  a  nK>-’ frame;  discouragements  and  trials,  perse- 
ment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  j  rations  and  affliction?,  are  known  and  felt 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory.’”  These  j  no  more.  He  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne 
words  were  the  text  of  the  last  sermon  shejdwelleth  among  them ;  the  Lamb  which  is 
heard  upon  earth.  After  this  she  said  but! in  the  midst  of  the  throne  doth  feed  lh#m, 
little.  Among  the  last  things  of  which  she  | and  leads  them  unto  living  fountains  of  w  a- 
spoke  with  pleasure,  was  the  Sunday  |  tens,  and  wipes  away  ail  tears  from  their 
School  which  she  had  atu  ndc'd  lor  a  few  i  eyes. 

evenings  before  ht  r  illness.  Alx)ut  tenj  Here  every  thing  which  the  Chri-iiau  be- 
o'clock  that  evening  ^he  'aid,  if  Christ  did  .holds  bears  the  mark-  of  decay.  His  wel!- 
not  bear  the  burden  of  her  afflic  tion,  she  j  worn  Bible,  on  who«^:  page®*  he  La®  often 
(oald  never  bear  it  he  rself.  This  was  the  j  dropped  the  tear  of  coatriti'^jn  a®  I*'.-  prjr.- 
last  night  she  sfent  upon  earth.  Early  on^denrd  on  its  faitliful  delineations  of  hia  co:- 
ihe  w.»llowIng  morning  (aged  eleven  }aarsjnipt  and  fallen  nature',  and  traced  tlie  n  on- 
and  eight  day*^  on  that  day  w’n^n  Ikt  Sa-  jdrous  scene  of  a  Savio«jr*?  dying  love,  laid 
viour  aroie  a  conqueror  oser  hell  and  ihr-i  aside:  Time’s  stro/ing  hand  ha.s  eiTa/.Ad 
grave,  her  happy -plrlt  winged  its  flight  to  jits  sacred  record**.  The  hou-^  of  Go'i, 
ihe  heavenly  Canaan,  there  to  enter  upon .  wIutc  Ite  aiid  his  forefalijcrs  have  soou/n 
the  posv'^shxi  of  a  .Salvl.iath  tliat  .‘‘hall  never  held  fellowship  with  Heaven,  nrv>uiders  and 
ei*d-  ciecays :  stone  af'er  sU/oe  r rumbles  away. 

^  Precio-iis  in  the  .-Ight  of  the  I»rd  is  th#*  its  tim^x  r-  are  s^ioilcd,  and  its  fouridatioi^- 
'i^lh  of  Iiis  «alnts **  T}tf'y  in  Jems,  de‘tro}cd;  and  it  i*  at  b..*t  levelled  with 
and  are  't>Ie*t:  f>ow  ®lill  their  ‘lumber!*  ground  He  lor^ks  back  »ipCTi  years  that 
».rt !”  The  green  turf  nmy  cover  tliem :  are  gone,  arid  .Sabl/ath'-  that  a.-e  past,  anc 
ijeif  ny>naJ  frame  “  laay  say  to  cofTiiption,  he  contexnplan,s  them  still  winging  tli^* 
rbcc  art  my  faihr  r;  ruid  to  ilwi  worm.  Thou  j  way  wlih  n  -btU  •>.  '•p^e^i,  ai*d  jxissing  in 
art  my  iDfAitftr  ar>d  my  shier;”  but  tl*eir  rouftant ljefi>re  him  ;  aruJ  in  tlien. 
gl  vrihed  *ptrit,  freed  from  all  the  im7Hlrith;‘•^^le  ix  liold*  d»e  r  ^>nfjrmalit^i  of  the  word*  v 
isd  :h<  frail*  <§  cf  nriorlaJiiy,  ascends  “  to^  .Scriptir^,  “  iha*  world 


“  And  O  may  this  my  glbiy*  be, 
That  Christ  is  not  asham’d  of  me !” 
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**  and  the  lAi^hion  thereof  pcrishotli.”  But 
in  heaven,  there  are  mansions  which  cannot 
decay — there  is  a  Sabbath  there  which  shall 
never  have  an  end.  His  songs  below  are 
often  the  notes  of  sorrow ;  sin  and  suffering 
call  forth  tlic  plaintive  songs  of  mourning, 
lamentation,  and  wo:  but  there,  “sorrow 
and  sighing  shall  for  ever  flee  away.” 

But  before  drawing  to  a  close,  let  the 
young  especially  be  entreated  to  consider 
what  an  impressive  lesson  this  little  narra¬ 
tive  exhibits  to  their  view.  Let  them  learn 
from  the  short  and  simple  memoirs  of  Marj' 

W - ,  that  vanity  is  stamped  upon  ever>' 

earthly  enjoMnent.  O  that  the  Spirit  of 
truth  would  seal  upon  the  heart  of  ever}’ 
child  who  may  peruse  these  pages,  the  re¬ 
membrance  “  that  childhood  and  youth  are 
vanity  !”  O  be  persuaded  to  look  beyond 
the  things  of  this  world,  which  now  please 
and  delight  you,  which  dazzle  you  by  their 
brilliancy,  and  captivate  your  heart  and  af¬ 
fections  by  their  variety — to  a  world  as  yet 
unseen,  where, 

“  Far  from  tliese  narrow  scenes  of  night, 
Unbounded  glories  rise. 

And  realms  of  infinite  delight 
Unknown  to  mortal  eyes !” 


The  smile  of  healtli  and  of  youth  sit^ 
upon  your  countenance,  and  you  promise 
yourself  many  years  of  lengthened  happi¬ 
ness  in  the  present  world.  But  O,  in  the 
midst  of  yourgayety,  remember  Mary  W — ! 
Enter  the  burial-place  of  the  dead,  and 
there  you  will  see  many  a  little  heap  of 
earth,  which  covers  the  mouldering  remains' 
of  those  who  were  cut  ofl’  from  the  land  ot’ 
the  living  in  the  midst  of  all  their  golden 
dreams  of  happiness,  and,  like  you,  resting 
in  the  deceitful  delusion  of  year  after  year 
which  they  had  yet  to  spend  on  tliis  side  tlic 
grave !  O  l:)e  persuaded  to  seize  upon 
“  Mar}’’s  better  part,”  which  shall  never  be 
taken  aw  ay  from  you !  The  same  Saviour  is 
oflered  to  you,  that  was  held  forth  to  her; 
the  same  Scriptures  in  which  she  delighted 
are  in  your  hands;  and  perhaps  many  of 
her  privileges  are  also  yours.  O,  then,  be 
entreated  to  make  her  Saviour  your  Sa¬ 
viour — her  God  your  God;  and  then  her 
blessings  will  also  be  yours  !  Thus,  hav¬ 
ing  lived  the  lift  of  the  righteous,  you  will 
die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  your  lat¬ 
ter  end  shall  be  like  theirs! 


Co  Corre^ponUent^. 

U  e  regret  that  VV’s  piece  is  too  long  for  our  work. 

Y  is  informed  that  we  have  no  objections  to  the  insertion  of  such  an  article  as 
he  has  proposed. 


